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THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

I.—GENERAL INFORMATION. 
THE Union Pacific Railroad begins at Omaha. How to 
reach Omaha is therefore the tourist's first difficulty. But 
as at this important point numerous railroads converge, 
he need but consult their Time-tables to fix upon the 
route most agreeable or convenient to him. One fact, 
however, he must bear in mind—namely, that from Bos-
ton or New York he must make his way to COUNCIL 
BLUFFS. 

Now, Council Bluffs is the principal city of Pottawat-
tomie County, Iowa, and lies on the eastern side of the 
Missouri River, exactly opposite Omaha. It derives its 
name from the bold heights at whose base it is situated ; 
is about three miles east of the great Missouri, and four 
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miles from Omaha; and contains about 13,500 inhabitants. 
It is described as one of the oldest towns in Western Iowa. 
But American notions of antiquity do not correspond with 
European, and the Englishman will be astonished to find 
that it does not date from a more remote epoch than 
1845 or 1846, when it was a Mormon settlement, and 
known as Kanesville. In 1853 it obtained a charter and 
the prouder designation of the " City of Council Bluffs," 
the latter referring to a council held here by the explorers 
Lewis and Clark, with the Indians, in 1804. 

Council Bluffs will soon be connected with Omaha by a 
bridge, the work of the Union Pacific Railroad. Communi-
cation was formerly maintained by steam ferry boats. 

The town includes within her limits twenty-four square 
miles—extending north and south four miles, east and 
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west six miles. It boasts of four newspapers (1871)—the 
Bugle, the Nonpareil, the Council Bluffs Times, and the 
German Post; of numerous schools; of fifteen hotels; 
and of a court-house, built at an expense of $75,000, and 
described as a very fine structure. The churches are 
solid and spacious, but not architecturally beautiful. A 
" mammoth hotel " was " building " in September 1870; 
probably by this time it is " built." 

The "change" of passengers and baggage which takes 
place at Council Bluffs, and must continue to take place 
until the bridge is erected, is one of the inconveniences 
a traveller grumbles at, but endures. The change, how-
ever, being safely accomplished, and the ferry crossed, 
the traveller finds himself in the flourishing city of 
OMAHA, and, within about forty yards from the quay, at 
the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad. 

STATIONS ON THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Elevation Distance 	 Distance 

above 	from 	 Name of Station. 	from San 
Sea•level. Omaha. 	 Francisco. 

Elevation 
above 

Sea.level. 
972 	• • 

1160 	• • 
1120 	• • 
1176 	• • 
1220 	• • 
1259 	• • 
1335 	• • 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
15 
29 
35 
47 
54 
62 
76 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	from San 

Francisco. 
Papillion 	 1898 

1885 
Valley ......... ......... 	1879 

1867 
Ketchum ....... 	• 	• . 	1860 
North Bend .............. ...... 	1852 

1838 
84 1830 

1432 	.. 92 1822 
1470 	• . 99 1815 
1534 	.. 109 Silver Creek Station ..... .......... 1805 
1610 	• • 121 Clark's Station 	  1793 
1686 	• • 132 Lone Tree Station ......... 	 1782 
1760 	• . 142 Chapman's Station 1772 
1850 	• • 154 Grand Island .............. ..... 1760 
1907 	• • 162 Pawnee 	...... 1752 
1974 	.. 172 Wood River Station......... 	 1742 
2046 	• . 183 1731 
2106 	.. 191 1723 
2170 	.. 201 Stevenson ............. 	...... 1713 
2241 	• • 212 Elm Creek 	........ 	 1702 
2305 	• . 221 1693 
2370 	.. 230 1684 
2440 	• • 240 1674 
2511 	.. 250 Willow Island ...... 1664 
2570 	• • 260 Warren ....... 	  1654 

966 Omaha 	......... 	..... 1914 
1142 4 Summit Siding.................... 1910 

976 10 
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RAILROAD. 9 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	from San 

Francisco. 
6325 503 	.. Hazard 	..... 	  1391 
6724 	. • 532 
7298 	. • 536 	.. Granite Canyqn 	  1378 
7780 	.. 542 	.. Buford 	....... 	 1372 
8242 	• • 549 	.., Sherman (highest point) 	 1365 
7857 	• • 558 	.. Harney 	........ ...... 	 1356 
7336 	• • 564 	.. Red Buttes 	  1350 
7163 	• • 570 	.. Fort Saunders Station 	 1344 
7123 	• • 573 	.. Laramie City 	  1341 

581 
7068 	. • 587 	.. Wyoming .. .... 	  1327 
7044 	.. 602 	.. Cooper's Lake Station 	 1312 
7169 	• • 606 	.. Look Out 	.......... ...... 	 1308 
6810 	• • 614 
6690 	• • 623 	.. Rock Creek 	............ ...... 1291 
7680 	• • 638 
6550 	• • 645 	.. Medicine Bow Station ..... 	 1269 
6750 	• • 656 	.. Carbon............ ...... 	 1258 
6898 662 Simpson 	  1252 
7950 	• . 669 	.. Percy 	  1245 
6875 675 Dana 	  1239 
6751 	• • 680 
.... 	• • 688 
6840 	• • 696 	.. Fort Fred. Steele ...... 	 1218 
6560 	.. 704 	.. Grenville ..... 	..... ........ 	 1210 
6732 	. • 709 	.. Rawlins Springs 	  1205 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

	

2637 	• . 

	

2695 	• • 

	

2789 	• • 

	

2882 	• • 

	

2976 	. • 

	

3038 	.. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
268 	• . 
277 	• . 
291 	• • 
299 	.. 
307 	• • 
322 	. • 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	from San 

Francisco. 
1646 

Macpherson's Station.............. 	1637 
North Platte City ........... 	..... 	1623 
Nichols Station-- .............. 	1615 

1607 
1592 

3105 • • 332 	• . 1582 
3190 . • 341 	• • 1573 
3266 • . 351 	. • 1563 
3325 .. 361 	.. 1553 
3500 • • 377 	• • Julesburg --IV' To Denver...... 1537 
.... • . 387 	• . 1527 
3800 • • 397 	• . 1517 
.... • • 408 	• • 1506 
4073 . • 414 	• • Sidney (Nebraska Territory)..... 1500 
.... • • 423 	• • 1491 
4370 • . 433 	• • 1481 

442 1472 
4712 . • 451 	• • Antelope. 1463 
4860 • . 463 	.. Bushnell (Wyoming Territory) .... 1451 
5026 .. 473 	• • Pine Bluffs 	 1441 
5272 • • 484 	• . 1430 
5591 • • 496 	• • Hillsdale 	 1418 
6000 .. 508 	• • 1406 
6041 . • 516 	• • Cheyenne (Junction of Denver Paci- 

fic Railroad) .......... ........... 1398 

THE UNION PACIFIC 
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10 	 THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

6900 	.. 
7030 	.. 
6697 	• . 
6710 	• • 
6890 	• • 
6685 	.. 
6600 	• • 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 

723 
737 
752 
761 
775 
785 
794 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	 from San 

Francisco. 

Separation Station 	 1191 
Creston 	 1177 

1153 
1139 

Bitter Creek Station 	 1129 
Black Buttes 	..... 	1120 

• • 798 Hallville 	........ 	 1116 
6490 	.. 805 Point of Rocks ..... 	 1109 
6360 	.• 817 Salt Wells Station  	  1097 

• • 828 Van Dykes. 1086 
6280 	• • 831 Rock Springs. ...... 	. • • • • . 1083 
6140 	.. 845 Green River Station 	  1069 
6340 	• . 858 1056 
6270 	• • 876 Gfanger's Station (Utah Territory) 	 1038 
6317 	• • 887 Church Buttes  	  1027 
6550 	• • 904 Carter's Station 	..... 	 1010 
6780 	. • 913 Fort Bridger Station.. .....  	 1001 
7123 	• . 928 Piedmont 	  986 
7540 	• . 937 977 
6835 	• • 955 Evanston. 	 959 

.. 957 Alma...... ........ 	..... ........ 957 
6879 	.. 966 948 
6290 	.. 975 Castle Rock Station ............... 939 
5540 	.. 991 Echo City 	 923 
5130 	.. 1007 Weber Station 	 .............. 907 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
Name of Station. 

Distance 
from San 

Francisco. 

4870 	.. 1019 	.. Devil's Gate 895 
4560 	.. 1024 	.. 
4340 	.. 1032 	.. OGDEN, Terminus of the Union 

Pacific Railroad ................ 882 
Utah C4ntral Railroad, 36 miles long, to Salt Lake City. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

From Ogden to Sacramento. 
SALT LAKE DIVISION. 

4301 
4251 
4229 

• • 
• • 
• . 

1032 
1041 
1055 

• • 

• • 

882 
873 
859 

4379 • • 1073 • • Blue Creek ............ ........ 841. 
4905 . • 1084 • • Promontory Point ................. 830 
4588 • • 1092 .. 822 
4223 .. 1100 • . Lake. 814 
4226 • • 1105 • . Monument 	..... 	..... 809 
4222 • • 1123 • • Kelton, or India Creek............ 791 
4630 1137 Matlin 777 
4619 • • 1153 .. Terrace ............. ...... 	...... 761 
4346 • • 1164 .. Bovine 750 
4494 ..  1177 • • 737 
4812 . • 1188 .. 726 
4999 • • 1197 • • Montello 	........ ............ 717 
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Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

5555 
5970 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 

1206 	.. 
1214 	.. 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	from San 

Francisco. 

HUMBOLDT DIVISION. 
6183 	• . 1224 	.. Pequop 	..... 	.......... 690 
6153 	.. 1230 	• . 684 
6004 	• • 1236 	• • Independence .............. ....... 678 
6118 	.. 1242 	.. Moor's .  	672 
5978 	.. 1244 	.. 670 
5628 	.. 1250 	• . ......... 	..........  	 664 
5483 	.. 1258 	. • Tulasco..  	656 
5340 	• • 1271 	• • 643 
5227 	• • 1284 	. •  	630 
5204 	• . 1287 	• . Peko 627 
5135 	.. 1297 	• • Osino 	 

	

 	617 
5065 	.. 1307 	.. 607 
5065 	.. 1319 	• • 595 
4903 	• • 1330 	.. 584 
4840 	.. 1339 	• • 575 
4766 	.. 1350 	• • 564 
4690 	• . 1358 	• • Be-o-wa•we 	  556 
4636 	.. 1368 	.. Shoshone 	...... 	..... 546 
4548 	.. 1379 	• . Argenta ........ ...... 	....... 535 
4508 	.. 1391 	• . Battle Mountain .......... ...... 523 
4505 	• . 1403 	• • Side Track.. ...... 	  511 
4421 	• . 1410 	. • 504 

RAILROAD. 11 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
' 	 Name of Station. 

Distance 
from San 
Francisco. 

4375 • • 1422 	.. Iron Point.......... ........ 492 
4387 • • 1434 	.. Golconda 480 
4315 • • 1445 	.. 468 
4331 .. 1451 	.. 463 

TRUCKEE DIVISION. 
4322 .. 1461 Rose Creek ... 	.• ..... 	.......... 453 
4327 .. 1472 Raspberry Creek ........ ..... . 	442 
4228 .• 1479 Mill Creek............ ...... 435 
4233 • . 1492 Humboldt ............ ...... 422 
4256 .. 1504 410 
4182 .. 1514 400 
4008 • • 1621 Humboldt Bridge Station..........393 
3977 • • 1525 889 
3917 1533 Granite Point . 381 
3925 • • 1541 373 
3893 . • 1553 White Plains.... ......... ......... 361 
4199 • • 1560 354 
4070 • • 1568 Hot Springs ......... .............. 346 
4017 • • 1578 Desert 336 
4155 • • 1585 Two Mile Station......... ..... 329 
4177 . • 1587 Wadsworth 	...... ............... 327 
4263 • • 1602 312 
4403 • • 1814 Camp XXXVII.......... ..... 300 
4507 • • 1822 292 
4927 .. 1632 Verdi 282 

THE UNION PACIFIC 
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12 	 THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 
5533 
5845 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
1648 
1656 

Distance 
Name of Station. 	from San 

Francisco. 
266 
258 

SACRAMENTO DIVISION. 

6780 1668 	• .. 	Strong's Canyon 

	

 	246 
7017 1671 Summit Station  	243 
6513 1677 Cascade 	............ ............  	 237 
6191 1681 233 
5939 1684 Cisco .............. ....... 	..  	 230 
5229 1692 Emigrant Gap .... ........  	 222 
4677 1698 Blue Canyon.... ...... ...... 	 216 
4410 1700 214 
4154 1702 Shady Run. 212 
3612 1707 207 
3403 1709 Dutch Flat .....  	  205 
3206 1712 .. 	Gold Run 	 202 
2691 1717 C. 	H. Mills.... ..... .. ..... ........ 197 
2421 1722 Colfax  	 192 
2880 1727 N. E. Mills   .............. ...... 187 
1759 1733 Clipper Gap ..... .................. 181 
1362 1740 174 

969 1745 169 
403 1750 Pino ............ ....... .... .... . .. 164 
248 1754 160 
163 1758 Junction 	tar Sacramento and 

Oregon Railroad 	  156 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
Name of Station. 

Distance 
from San 
Francisco. 

154 	.. 1761 .. ..... 	................. 153 
55 	.. 1768 • • 
52 	.. 1772 .. A. R. Bridge ...... 	...... 142 
30 	.. 1775 . • Sacramento ......... .............. 139 

WESTERN DIVISION (FORMERLY WESTERN PACIFIC 
RAILROAD). 

From Sacramento to Oakland (for San Francisco, 3 miles). 

55 
32 

• • 
.. 

1780 
1784 

• . 
• • 

134 
130 

63 . • 1791 • . Elk Grove ............... ..... 123 
49 • • 1794 • • 120 
49 • • 1802 .. 112 
55 1808 Mokelume 	 106 
23 • . 1822 • • Stockton 	........ ................ 92 
25 • • 1831 • • Lathrop ...... ............... ..... 83 
36 • • 1834 • • San Joaquin Bridge 	 ...... 80 
30 .. 1838 • • Banta's 	  76 
76 .. 1843 • • Ellis 71 

357 • • 1848 • • 64 
740 • • 1855 • • 57 
485 .. 1863 • . 49 
351 . • 1869 .. Pleasanton . 42 
86 1880 Niles Junction . 30 

(82) 



THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 13 

Elevation 
above 

Sea-level. 

Distance 
from 

Omaha. 
Name of Station. 

Distance 
from San 
Francisco. 

71 	.. 1886 24 
32 	• . 1895 	.. Lorenzo ................. ...... 15 

48 	.. 1897 13 
18 	• • 1901 9 
12 	• . 1908 2 
11 	.. 1911 	.. Oakland.—Six Frtexcraco. 

THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

The Act authorizing the construction of this monster 
traject across the continent was passed in 1862, and sanc-
tioned by President Lincoln on the 1st day of July of 
that year. The Government granted to the companies 
that undertook its construction a section of land equalling 
12,800 acres for each mile of the railroad; or, taking the 
total length of the line as 1775 miles from Omaha to 
Sacramento, a total of 22,720,000 acres. The Trans-Con-
tinental Railroad, as it may more appropriately be called, 
has been laid down by two companies ; the Union Pacific, 
which goes as far as Ogden, and the Central Pacific Rail-
road of California, which effects a junction with the former 
at Ogden, and now completes the through communication 
to San Francisco. 

(82) 

In addition to the grant of lands and right of way, 
Government agreed to issue its thirty year six per cent. 
bonds in aid of the work, on the following scale :—For 
the Plains portion of the road, $16,000 per mile; for the 
next most difficult portion, $32,000 per mile; for the 
mountains, $48,000 per mile. 

The Union Pacific Railroad Company laid down 526 
miles of rail, and received $16,000 per mile; 408 miles 
at $32,000 per mile ; 150 miles at $48,000 per mile,—
making a total of $28,456,000. 

The Central Pacific Railroad Company laid down 12 
miles at $16,000 per mile ; 522 miles at $32,000 per 
mile; and 156 miles at $48,000 per mile,—making a 
total of $24,386,000. 	Total amount of subsidies for 
both roads, $52,840,000. 

The following details, which are necessarily on official 
authority, may be of interest to the reader :— 

In the construction of the whole line were used 
about 300,000 tons of iron rails; 1,700,000 fish-plates; 
6,800,000 iron bolts; 6,126,376 cross-ties; and 23,505,500 
spokes. 

Estimating the cost of the road complete by that of 
other first-class (American) railroads—viz., $105,000 per 
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mile—we arrive at a total of $181,650,000 for the whole 
work. 

The railroad was begun on the 5th of November 1865, 
and completed to its junction-point with the Central 
Pacific on May 30, 1869. The rolling stock now em-
ployed upon it is very large, as may be seen from the 
following enumeration, which, however, from the rapid 
increase constantly taking place, will soon be out of 
date :— 

Locomotives .. ......... 	319 Section Cars............109 
Passenger Cars..........163 Iron Cars 	...... 50 
Emigrant and Second Coal Cars 	 

	

 	231 
Class Cars............ 88 Bridge Cars 	 12 

Pullmann Sleeping Cars 22 Gravel Cars 	 20 
Silver Palace Sleeping Derrick and Wrecking 

Cars ..... ............. 20 Cars 	 3 
Mail and Express Cars.. 45 Rubble Cars............ 13 
Caboose Cars 	.. 88 Powder Cars ..... : 20 
Baggage Cars........... 34 Water Tank Cars....... 4 
Box Cars ....... ........ 2566 Cook Car 	 1 
Flat Cars............... 2765 Pay Cars ....... ...... 2 
Hand Cars.............. 421 Officer's Cars 	 2 
Dump Cars............. 142 President's Car 	 1 

We need hardly say that not only the Sleeping Cars, 
(82) 

but all the rolling stock, is equal in finish and appoint-
ments to that of the best railways in any part of the 
world. 

RAILWAY WORKS AT OMAHA. 

These include a series of machine shops, on the low 
land fronting the Missouri. They are built of brick, and 
cover 30 acres of ground. The round-house contains 
twenty stalls; the principal machine shop is 60 feet by 
120 feet in size, and contains all the machinery necessary 
for constructing or repairing cars and locomotives ; the 
blacksmith shop measures 80 by 200 feet ; the store room, 
76 by 80 feet ; the car shop, 75 feet by 150, with a wing, 40 
by 100 feet ; the paint shop, 30 by 121 feet. The engine 
which sets in motion the various machines found in these 
departments is of 70 horse-power; and the number of 
men regularly employed in the maintenance of the line is 
about 4000. 

THE PRAIRIES : THEIR GENERAL CHARACTER. 

A few words may here be said in reference to the great 
western prairies, which are traversed by the Pacific Rail-
road, and which form so striking a feature of the Missouri-
Mississippi basin. 
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Southward, an open and sandy waste, about 450 miles 
in width, skirts the base of the Rocky Mountains as far 
south as the 41st parallel of north latitude. The dry 
plains of Texas, and the upper region of the Arkansas, 
possess all the characteristics of the Asiatic table-lands; 
further to the north, the lifeless, treeless steppes on the 
high grounds of the far West are scorched and scathed in 
summer, and frozen in winter by keen, harsh blasts 
from the Rocky Mountains. Towards the Mississippi the 
condition of the land improves ; but at its delta extends 
a labyrinth of lagoons, and creeks, and shallow lakes, 
intersected with jungles of dense brushwood. " There 
are also large tracts," says Mrs. Somerville, " of forest and 
saline ground, especially the Grand Saline between the 
rivers Arkansas and Neseikelongo, which is often covered 
two or three inches deep with salt, like a fall of snow. 
All the cultivation on the right bank of the river is along 
the Gulf of Mexico and in the adjacent provinces, and is 
entirely Tropical, consisting of sugar-cane, cotton, and 
indigo. The prairies, so characteristic of North America, 
then begin." 

And what are these prairies? 
Leagues upon leagues of undulating meadow-land, some-
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times as level as a verdant pasture—sometimes broken 
up by considerable ridges or valleys—nearly always, to 
the eye, as boundless as the sea. Almost the entire area 
—we are here speaking in general terms—is covered with 
long rank grass of tender green, and lighted up by flowers 
of the liliaceous tribe, which charm with their beauty, and 
fill the air with fragrance. Occasionally, the more mono-
tonous breadths of the grassy plain are relieved by the 
sparkle of a brook ; and animation is given to the land-
scape by the frequent appearance of herds of bison, 
deer, and antelope. At times, in the remote districts, 
the prairie wolves may be observed in their leafy coverts 
on the watch for prey; or flights of birds darken the 
air, and tempt the traveller with the promise of an 
abundant provision; or large tracts are covered with 
sage-brush. 

Travellers soon learn, it has been remarked, when 
making estimates of a country's value, to despise no 
feature of the landscape; that of the plains is full of 
life, full of charm—lonely, indeed, but never wearisome. 
Now great waving uplands of enormous sweep, now 
boundless grassy plains ; there is all the grandeur of 
monotony, and yet continual change. Sometimes the dis- 
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tances are broken by blue buttes or rugged bluffs. Over 
all there is a sparkling atmosphere and never-failing 
breeze; the air is bracing even when most hot; the sky 
is cloudless, and no rain falls. A solitude which no 
words can paint, and the boundless prairie swell, convey 
an idea of vastness which is the overpowering feature of 
the plains. 

It may even be affirmed that maps do not remove 
the impression produced by the eye. The Arkansas River, 
which is born and dies within the limit of the plains, 
is two thousand miles in length, and is navigable for 
eight hundred miles. The Platte and Yellowstone is 
each of them as long. Into the plains and plateau you 
could put all India twice. The impression is not 
merely one of size. There is perfect beauty, wondrous 
fertility, in the lonely steppe ; no patriotism, no love 
of home, can prevent the traveller wishing here to end 
his days. 

It has justly been remarked that a double charm exists 
in the prairies for those who love the sea. Their "roll," 
or undulating sweep, is not inferior in grandeur to that 
of the Atlantic ; while the freshness of the wind, the want 
of trees, the multitude of tiny blossoms on the sod, all 
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combine to impress us with a feeling of nearness to the 
ocean, until we fully expect to behold its grand expanse 
from the next hillock. 

The abundance of flowers is a marked feature—in 
summer the colour of the landscape is green and flowers; 
in fall-time yellow and flowers; but flowers ever. 

Occasionally, however, we come upon barren tracts—
tracts of sand, only relieved by the grassy borders of the 
streams which traverse them, and filled with the dog-
towns, or settlements of the prairie dogs. According to 
the late Fitz Hugh Ludlow, their burrows are frequently 
inhabited by owls. It may be merely a coincidence, he 
says, that owls and dogs are found so constantly about 
the same burrows ; it may be that their burrows are 
contiguous, but not shared. I am only repeating, he 
says, what my eyes saw, or thought they saw, a great 
many times. When the sun had departed, and a purple 
gray was spreading over hill, and sky, and river, the 
prairie dogs who had been babbling their lively good-night 
for an hour or so, whisked their last tail within their 
burrows, and became silent all at once. Then, to all 
appearance out of the same burrows, came one by one a 
host of little grayish owls, who, with the low furtive 






















































































