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THE -CENTRAL PACIFIC, RATIROAD,

L—INTRODUCTORY.
TaE Central Pacific Railroad forms a portion of the great line
of rail which now traverses the American Continent from
Omaha to San Francisco, and which, as Omaha is also con-
nected by rail with New York, Boston and Philadelphia, liter-
ally brings the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans within a week’s
journey of each other.

The Act authorizing its construction was passed in 1862,
and immediately ground was broken at Sacramento, and the
work began. Meantime, the Union Pacific Railroad com-
menced its operations in the east, and the two lines were
rapidly pushed forward until they met each at Promontory
Point, 690 miles from Sacramento, on May 10, 1869.

The work done in each year may be formulated thus:—

Years. Miles. | Years, Miles,
P e = 1 oo sinavave v b S DORIETBOTIN o'oY o v g e P dty
1864.... B0i NSBB8 et Ailee: R8BS
1865. . 201 L BB T Ve s s or et oL
1866. ... 30
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The comparatively slow progress made in the first five years
was due to the heavy work the company met with in climb-
ing up the steep acclivity of the Sierra Nevada.

The Western Pacific Railroad now belongs to the same com-
pany, and is 136 miles in length; Oakland being the southern
terminus, and three miles from San Francisco.

A new pier, 9000 feet long, and other works, are in course
of construction, which will bring the railroad down to the
shore of the bay, and enable passengers to embark at once on
board of the mammoth ferry-boat which will carry them to
the ‘“ Golden Gate.”

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD TIME-TABLE.
Boston . .......Through trains. To Omaha, 1625 m.; to San
Francisco, 8593 m.
New York..... Through trains. To Omaha, 1891 m.; to San
Francisco, 8215 m.
Philadelphia..Through trains. To Omaha, 1316 m.; to San
; Franeisco, 3230 m.
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Baltimore. .. .. Through trains. To Omaha, 1318 m.; to San

Francisco, 3232 m.

St. Lowis.. ....Through trains. To Omaha, 474 m.; to San

Francisco, 2388 m.

Chicago. .......Through trains. To Omaha, 492 m.; to San

Francisco, 2406 m.

THROUGH TICKETS.*
First Class. Second Class.

From New York to San Francisco .... $136 00 .. $110 00

e Sacramento.. . 136 00 .. 110 00
o BIkO. ... i« 130 35 .. 104 35
From Omaha to Cheyenne.. 887 .. 3100
" Denver 4817 .. 4100
5 Ogden... 77 40 .. 6200
At Salt Lake City. 797407 64 00
ot Sacramento .. . . 100 00 .. 80 00
p San Francisco........ 10000 .. 80 00

SLEEPING-CAR FARES.
Omaha to Ogden................ $8 00

Ogden to San Francisco . 6 00 Yie
OF Each Night' . T s icadditional.
§ 0T D R s A SR 1)

* We insert these figures as being correct at the period of our
issue; but warn the traveller that they are likely to be altered.
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CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD.
From Ogden to San Francisco.
Some minor Stations are omitted.

SALT LAKE DIVISION.,

Elevation Distance Distance

above from Name of Station. from San
Sea-level. Omaha. Francisco.
A0 L 08 e O D RN e s n b el s s el s ol SRS
4220° . .=1056 ... Corinne.. ... : 859
4905 .. 1084 .. Promontory . 830
46834 ,, 1092, ., Rozel....w .. 822
4223 .. 1100 .. Lake... 814
4227 .. 1123 .. Kelton. 791
4630 .. 1137 .. Matlin .. i
4619 .. 1153 .. Terrace 761
4494 ., 1177 .. Lucin .. 737
4812 .. 1188 .. Tecoma... )
4990 0 S IO Lo MIODTOIIOR . oo s b is e s teats ot AR el i
8970 " oo T4 TOAND S oo oies it sios vaiains siioa U0

HUMBOLDT DIVISION.

G188, . A2 T P aGUOD i va e ta s e ae s aeree e s ot OO
B1687 v =1280) . ObEgOL N TN Uiy e ey 100
5978 .. 1244 .. Cedar.. 670
5628 .. 1250 664
5483 .. 1258 656
5204 .. 1287 627
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Eleyation Distance

above from
Bea-level. Omaha,
5065 1307
6065 1319
4903 1330
4840 1339
4690 1358
4636 1368
4548 1379
4508 1391
4387 1434
4331 1451
4322 1461
4228 1479
4233 1492
4182 1514
4008 1521
3977 1525
3917 1533
4199 1560
4070 .. 1568
4017 .. 1578
4177 1587
4403 1614
4507 1622
5845 1656

)

Distance
Name of Station. from San

Francisco.
ORI GO T
Moleen . sle sk D9
(e e s e T DB AP eI s
LT EET G Rl S St r 3 st (3
Be-o-wa-we. . 556
Shoshone. .. 546
Argenta .. 535
Battle Mountain.. 523
Golconda ........ ... 480
WINNEMUGOA «seoicv e oo iosinsisesse 40
TRUCKEE DIVISION.
R030:Creekicuiiaong saennssiasies sepndos
Mill Creek.. 435
Humboldt 422
Oreana. . 400
Humboldt Bndge 393
Lovelock’s. . SR < IS GO0
GranitePoint.......,............. 381
MATATO! e soinisars 354
Hot Sptings. 346
Desert.. 336
Wadsworth - 327
Camp XXXVII 300
Reno . ATl 202
Tnvcxm...........‘......... .e. 258

Elevation Distance
above
Sea-level.

7017
6519
5939
4677
3612
3403
3206
2421
1362
248
163
154
55
52
30

55
32
53
49
49
23
25

rom

Omaha.

1671
1677
1684
1698
1707
1709
1712
1722
1740
1754
1758
1761
1768
1772
1775

1780
1784
1791
1794
1802
1822
1831

SACRAMENTO DIVISION.

Distance
Name of Station. from San
Francisco.
Summit (lnghest pomt) s SR S OAS
Cascade . 237
Cisco . 230
Blue Canyon 216
ATER VS e 207
Dutch Flat 205
Gold Run. .. 202
Colfax.... 192
AN Y e o et et (s
ROGKIIN . st b siisrae s B e s ua L OON
Junction 156
Antelope. . 153
Arcade. 146
A. R. Bridge . e el A%
HAGRAMENTON: 5o 5 e o s talatiai ot oo A D),
WESTERN DIVISION.
BrigNtOn s s e oo altains eniasisnsasss 104
Flotin...oes 130
Elk Grove .. 123
Cosumnes 120
Galb...... 112
Stockton . 92
Lathrop.... 83
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Elevation Distance Distance
above from Name of Station, from San
Bea-level. Omaha, Francisco.
30 .. 1838 BANEIERE .. e neieen el O
76 .. 1843 I RR e e e aiarra SRl
857 .. 1848 MedWaY..ccvoveeeen 64
740 18556 Altamont ...... 57
485 1863 Livermore...... 49
3561 .. 1869 Pleasanton .......... 42
8 .. 1830 Niles Junction ... 30
71 .. 1886 Decota vaeeeeioess 24
32 .. 1895 Lorenozo ....... 15
48 .. 1897 San Leandro.. .. 13
18 1001 Simpson’s. 9
12 .. 1908 Brooklyn 2
11 8= 1911 Oakland Wharf ——SAN FRA_NCISCO

Steamers leave San Franmcisco for Victoria, monthly; for
Mazatlin, once in 40 days; for Sandwich Islands, Australia,
and New Zealand, on the 10th of every month; for Japan
and China, on the 1st of every month.

II.—THE SALT LAKE DIVISION.
OGDEN TO TOANO.
Let us suppose that the tourist, in pleasant companion-
ship with ourselves, has visited the capital of Mormon-
(83)

dom, and all that he has cared to see in and around and
about it; let us suppose that from Salt Lake City to
Ogden we have reposed in a comfortable car, and that,
arriving at Ogden, we engage for ourselves that locomotive
luxury, a Silver Palace Sleeping Car, and resume our
westward journey to San Francisco, the ‘‘ Golden Gate
of the Pacific.”

Our first station, 9 miles from Ogden, is

Bonneville (1041 m.), elevation 4251 feet. The chief
feature of interest here is the Hot Springs, whose clouds
of vapour rise far away at the foot of the mountains, re-
minding one of the ““cloud ” which protected the Israel- -
ites by day on their march through the weary wilderness.
They are mineral springs of a high temperature, and
decidedly ‘“ malodorous.”

Hence we traverse a comparatively narrow belt of fertile
land, with the Salt Lake, shining and shimmering, on our
left, and on our right the bold mountains rising darkly,
with their gaunt sides furrowed by the ancient sea-marks
left by the waters as they sank gradually to their present
level.

Willard (1047 m.) is a Mormon town, or rather village,
of some 900 inhabitants, situated in a district which ex-
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hibits the most interesting and instructive evidences of
former volcanic activity.

Afterwards we pass another little, but apparently thriv-
ing Mormon settlement— Brigham City—surrounded,
like an English hamlet, by fruit-trees. Then we cross
Bear River, on a trestle bridge 1200 feet in length, and,
keeping away to the northward, reach

Corinne (1055 m.), the only Gentile city in Mormon
territory. It lies near the west bank of the river, and a
few miles from the Great Salt Lake; a new, unfinished
city, with, however, a few good and substantial buildings.
Its population, we read in Crofutt, like that of all settle-
ments founded by railway progress, has fluctuated greatly.
Its advantageous position, however, cannot fail to raise
it into a place of great importance, as it will form the
depdt of all the Montana trade.

Coaches leave here daily on the arrival of passenger
trains, carrying the United States mail and express to Vir-
ginia City, and Helena, in the territory of Montana. To
Virginia City the distance is 358 miles; to Helena, 482
miles. The latter has a population of 8000, and Virginia
City of 1500 inhabitants. The territory is described as
being almost as rich as California in mineral treasures,

(83)

13

but both capital and labour are needed to turn them to
commercial advantage. Its gold mines, however, seem to
have been nearly worked out.

Besides this department of wealth, its agricultural re-
sources are extraordinary; and its riverine valleys pos-
sess the finest grazing and farming lands in such abun-
dance as to accommodate a host of agricultural settlers.

The route to Montana passes up Malad Valley, and thence
along the regular coach road to Virginia City and Helena.

After leaving Corinne, we begin to hug, as it were, the
base of the mountains, and, across a barren, disagreeable,
alkaline desert, we pass on to

Blue Creek Station (1073 m.), at an elevation of 4379
feet. Then we cross the Blue Creek itself, on a timber
bridge 300 feet long and 30 feet high, and winding
around several projections and mountain-spurs in a most
sinuous course, we run along a trestle bridge on the left,
500 feet long and 87 feet high.

And a famous bridge it is, though the builders of it
don’t derive much advantage from their workmanship
and engineering skill. It was built by the Union Pacific
Railroad Company, who brought up their track to Pro-
montory, because they wanted to carry off as much as
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they could of the Government subsidy. When, however,
due measurement was applied to the tracks of both Com-
panies, it was decided by an Order of Congress that the
Union Pacific had gone too far ahead, and the place of
junction was transferred to Ogden. You will observe
that the old track of the Union Pacific runs parallel to
the Central, at a short distance, all the way to Promon-
tory, the former junction-point of the two railroads.
This was a wild place at one time. As many as twenty-
eight deaths by violence occurred in the course of a
single month., A stranger, entering a restaurant, sat
down to a table occupied by two men. One of these
took too much gravy, and the other, drawing his revolver,
immediately shot him dead. The stranger sprang up to
retire from such unpleasant companionship, but, under
the threat of another shot, was compelled to sit down
and finish his breakfast, with the corpse of the murdered
man beside him.,

We now reach Promontory (1084-m.), elevation 4905
feet, celebrated as the point where the junction of the
two railroads, the Central and the Union, was effected;
thus completing an iron road of 1774 miles, and connect-
ing East and West America.

(83)

The town of Promontory is partly built of wood, and
partly of canvas; it boasts of but one street. But it is
a consolation to the traveller that it contains a ‘“ Club
House” and a ‘“ Pacific Hotel.”

We pass over, with a word of allusion, the stations of
Rozel, elevation 4588 feet ; Lake, and Monwment, 4226
feet, where the air is impregnated with alkaline and
saline odours from the Salt Lake. Monument Point isa
grassy promontory, stretching far out into the waters of
the Dead Sea of the West.

‘We enter now upon the great American Desert, which
geologists suppose to have been at one time the bed of an
inland sea. It is difficult to describe the desolation of its
aspect, the barrenness of its soil. It is so thickly in-
crusted with alkaline dust, that at a slight distance you
might suppose it to be a snow-covered plain. But snow,
it has justly been remarked, is far less intolerable than
the alkali. Where the latter abounds, nothing useful to
man or beast can live. It burns shoe-leather like lime.
The infinitesimal particles floating thickly in the air irri-
tate the throat and lungs as keenly as the steel-dust
which cuts short the lives of Sheffield needle-grinders.

Kelton, or Indian Creek Station (1123 m.), has an ele-
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vation above the sea-level of 4222 feet.
hence for Idaho and Oregon.

Matlin (1137 m.), elevation 4630 feet, is situated on
the outlying spurs of the Red Dome Mountains, whose
varied outlines, as is common with sandstone, give a cer-
tain picturesque aspect to the otherwise dreary desert.

Terrace (1153 m.), elevation 4619 feet.

Bovine (1164 m.), elevation 4346 feet. Bunch-grass and
sage-brush begin to show that we are exchanging the alka-
line soil for something more congenial to vegetable life.

Lucin (1177 m.), elevation 4494 feet. The water-
tanks here are supplied from springs which take their
rise in the swamps of the Thousand Spring Valley.

Leaving the Utah Territory, and entering the State of
Nevada, we arrive, in due course, at

Tecoma (1188 m.), elevation 4812 feet. From this
point the traveller obtains a very good view of the con-
spicuous landmark of Pilot Peak, which terminates the
broken range of Pilot Mountains, and rises about 2500 feet
above the surrounding plain.

Montello (1197 m.), elevation 4999 feet.

Loray (1206 m.), elevation 5970 feet. Eight miles
further we reach the commencement of the Humboldt

(83)

Stages start from

Division of the railroad—which said division extends to
Winnemucca, 236 miles—at

Toano (1214 m.), elevation 5970 feet. The town is
composed of about 20 houses, but from its position with
respect to the mines of Eastern Nevada, it has undoubt-
edly a future before it.

‘We now begin to traversea country of great beauty,where
lofty mountain-ranges, 10,000 to 12,000 feet in height, and
deep secluded valleys, rushing torrents, and grassy levels,
combine in an infinite variety of delightful pictures.

III.—THE HUMBOLDT DIVISION.
PEQUOP TO WINNEMUOCOA,

Pequop (1228 m.), elevation 6183 feet. The tourist
will observe that we are gradually ascending the steep
acclivities of the Humboldt Mountains, whose uppermost
flanks and crests are thickly clothed with snow.

Otego (1230 m.), elevation about 6153 feet.

Independence (1236 m.). Some pleasant springs lie
close to this station; and in the country southward are
Clover and Ruby Valleys, Ruby and Franklin Lakes,
Goshoot and Snow Lakes, and the Ruby silver-mines.






































































































