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BEGINNING AND GROWTH OF TRANS- 
PORTATION. 

Carriage is a part of man. In order to live he 
must transport what he eats, the clothes he 
wears, the fuel he uses. He is himself, moreover, 
of a roving, nomadic disposition. The subject is 
thus inseparable from him. In depicting the 
evolution of carriage, therefore, we portray Man's 
development. 

The accompanying volume portrays the incep-
tion and growth of transportation and the varied 
processes by which we have reached our present 
standard. It depicts the result of man's inge-
nuity, his growth and unconquerable resolve, the 
steps—always ascending—by which he reached 
his present civilized station. The subject has 
also a mechanical interest in this, that to prop-
erly appreciate the methods of carriage now in 
vogue we must be familiar with the appliances 
which preceded them. In portraying primitive 
forms of carriage, I have found it necessary to 
give a brief account of the primitive people of 
the world and more particularly those of ancient 
times, among others, the Aryans, Chaldeans, 
Babylonians, Phoenicians, Egyptians, Grecians 
and Carthaginians, to whom we are indebted for 

014 

COPYRIBBT SY  

THE WORLD RAILWAY PuittmuiNG COBTANY, 

1891, 1895, 1895, 1898, 1899, 3900. 

A199 entered at Stationer's HMI, London, England. 

All righis reserved. 

WINAMIP COMPANY, PRINTERe, CHWA00. 



iv 	 BEGINNING AND GROWTR. 

many of the methods we employ to-day. The 
subject is one of intense interest to mankind. 
The Ancients were, like ourselves, commercially 
inclined, and while their appliances were rude, 
and their means of inter-communication and 
trade limited, their business methods and forms 
of carriage contained the germs of those now in 
use. An account of these interesting people, 
therefOre, forms a fit accompaniment to our 
theme. The evolution of carriage, it is interest-
ing to notice, is so interwoven with the affairs of 
men that we are compelled to follow the latter 
step by step from their savage state in order to 
understand the subject throughout. This duality 
of interest-first suggested the account of primi-
tive men found in the accompanying volume. In 
the first six editions of the "Science of Railways" 
the engravings portraying Prhnitive Carriage, 
together with more or less of the printed matter 
relating to aboriginal peoples were scattered 
throughout the different volumes. Subsequently 
I selected such pictures as aptly illustrated the 
subject, and embraced them with an account of 
primitive people, in this volume. It thus forms 
a fit supplement to the general theme, or may 
be considered apart and independently, as an 
exposition complete in itself, of the varied pro-
cesses leading up to the railroad era. 
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CHAPTER I. 

PREHISTORIC CARRIERS AND ATTENDANT EVOLUTION 

OF MAN. 

Much has been ascertained in regard to the 
history of property and its relation to mankind; 
much remains to be learned. We know, however, 
that its evolution and that of man have at all 
times gone hand in hand. Where property exists 
in greatest profusion, where it is most widely dif-
fused and carefully protected, there civilization 
is advanced to its farthest limits; where it is lit-
tle known or lightly held, barbarism exists; where 
it is wholly unknown, savagery reigns. 

Slaves and herds make up the wealth of primi-
tive peoples. Among savages possession falls to 
the strongest. Incentive to accumulate is, there-
fore, wanting; men will not create where they 
can not hold and enjoy. 

In man's primordial state he differed little from 
the other animals that inhabited the earth. His 
vocabulary was confined to gutterals. He used 
his hands little; his teeth much. His intelligence 
was rudimentary only. It was the age of the 
brute. Might governed, and within this limit 
men did as they pleased. Man's development has 
grown out of the special facilities he enjoys. The 
uses to which he is able to put his hands enabled 
him to make weapons—offensive and defensive— 

(0) 
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and with them to overcome the animals before 
which be had previously cowered in abject fear. 
This was his first step and led the way to all his 
subsequent belongings. 

A Grecian fable tells us that Phoroneus, who is 
thought to have lived about 1950 before the Chris-
tian era, taught men to live together and observe 
peaceable relations toward each other. He is 
said also to have instructed them in the use of 
fire. Osiris is said to have performed like offices 
for the Egyptians; Oaunes, the fish man, for the 
Chaldeans; Fe lfi, for the Mongols. Every coun-
try has a legendary hero of this kind—a patron 
who taught men to live together in hordes in-
stead of apart, like the lion and bear. 

The evolution of man, prior to the first glimpse 
we have of him (anterior to the historic period), 
occupied countless ages, which we can not meas-
ure nor trace. However, its processes are gener-
ally alike in all ages and countries. But all tribes 
do not possess equal precipitancy or facility of 
growth. The denizens of different countries, like 
domestic animals, do not have equal capacity or 
initial force. Climatic peculiarities and other 
local influences, clearly discernible, account for 
these differences. The habits of our progenitors, 
the Aryans, were not, it is probable, different orig-
inally from those of the Fuegans, who lie together 
promiscuously at night on the bare ground, naked 
and unmated, without thought of the morrow, 
gorging themselves to repletion on the festering 
carcasses of animals thrown by chance in their  

way; or, in the absence of such food, living fru-
gally on the berries and roots of the field. Where 
opportunity has been afforded for observing man 
in his savage state, it is found that centuries come 
and go with little or no change, showing that at 
this stage incalculable ages are required to effect 
any substantial progress. 

All men, it is probable, were originally canni-
bals, eating those whom they captured, and, in 
the absence of captives, slaves and criminals—
frequently their wives and children. 

Man's idea of property as such does not appear 
to have been inherent, or, if so, it found no ex-
pression. He was at first without forethought; 
at least, it was not instinctive. Many animals 
were more provident than he. When he roamed 
the forests without shelter or thought of the mor-
row, the lion guarded its feeding ground, the ant 
husbanded its stores, the bee ;I rid woodpecker laid 
up their hoards of winter supplies, the dog hid 
the bone he did not want. Many other examples 
might be cited. 

Private property was at first restricted to the 
weapons, ornaments and clothing of individuals. 
It was acquired by war or was the work of its 
owner's hands. It thus appears to have been 
based, primarily, on personal effort, as it is still. 
When men died their property was destroyed or 
buried with them. This because it was supposed 
to be alive and to partake of the individuality of 
its owner. By destroying or burying, it became 
available for use in the future state—for the 



savage, quite as much as the Christian, believes 
uniformly in life beyond the grave. But, as man 
progressed in ideas and thrift, he became more 
circumspect; he no longer sacrificed articles of 
value to the manes of the dead. In lieu thereof 
he offered up symbols, incantations and other in-
consequential and valueless things. If not better, 
he was more provident, more saving. 

In man's primordial state, the members of the 
family were not equal nor reciprocal in interest. 
Man's proprietorship in his wife and children was 
absolute. Indeed, it was this advantage that orig-
inally suggested marriage to him. The wife was 
at first a domestic animal merely, but the most 
useful that man possessed. She might be killed, 
sold, traded, rented, lent, cast off, or eaten. She 
was merchandise merely, the proprietorship of 
which vested absolutely in the husband. She 
looked to him for protection. Not to have such 
a protector was to be an outcast—an estray—a 
fate inconceivably horrible. 

The power of the husband over the wife was 
rendered doubly cruel by his right to cast her off 
at pleasure. Thus his rights in every direction 
were boundless and unquestioned. Affection, 
which is the outgrowth of refinement, did not 
exist, except of an animal nature. Man looked 
upon woman as a useful and necessary commod-
ity; he treated her as such. His power over her 
offspring was alike unrestrained. 

Women and children, including slaves and do-
mestic animals, formed a species of money; they  

constituted the first currency of the world. Mov-
able property, they were easily exchangeable.* 

All the drudgery of life was performed by wom-
en; they were the first burden bearers, the primi-
tive carriers of the world, as they still are among 
savage people. They also looked after the house-
hold and performed its attendant duties, gather-
ing, meanwhile, nuts, herbs, roots, fruits and other 
edibles necessary to sustain the life of the mas-
ter and his dependents. So far as agriculture was 
practiced it was carried on by women. We owe 
its inception and growth to their patient efforts. 
It was never popular with man. Work fretted 
him. He loved to manage, to direct, but not to 
labor. He has always been a willing overseer. 

In their savage state men captured their wives. 
Afterward they bought them. In the latter case 

* The evolution of money corresponds with the development 
of man. Thus, at one time women, children and ',laves consti-
tuted money; at another time, ornamental shells, arrow heads, 
beads, cattle, sheep, horses, mules, the skins of animals, and so 
on, according to the surroundings of the people. As men pro-
gressed in wealth and intelligence and were more settled in 
their mode of We, copper, bronze, iron, tin, lead, and finally 
silver and gold, were used for money. Gold is the standard at 
the present time, because it more nearly than any other an-
swers all the requirements of money as regards present quan-
tity, yearly supply, bulk, quality of metal, stability of value, 
desirability of property, and cost of production. Money is prop-
erty in the same sense a horse or piece of land is property, and 
must be intrinsically valuable in itself, and, moreover, a thing 
generally desired. Superabundance or violent fluctuations at-
tending the production or use of a thing render it unfit for 
money, What shall constitute money is not a matter of senti-
ment or tradition, but of present utility. 
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certain guarantees as regards age, docility, health, 
strength, fertility, and other acquirements were 
exacted. Women had no discretion in the mat-
ter. The man who could pay the most had the 
first choice. The law of exchange prevailed. 
When women were acquired by capture it was 
not effected wholly through wars or predatory 
raids, but by stealth or rape. The risks incurred 
and the reprisals which followed caused the latter 
practice to fall into disuse early in the history of 
men, barter taking its place. 

Man as the stronger animal and indisposed to 
labor, instinctively recognized the worth of wo-
man as a helpmeet. More trustworthy than a 
slave, she was the equal of the latter in strength 
and ability to work. The material difference be-
tween the two consisted in the fact that the chil-
dren of the former possessed certain property 
rights, as men began to have belongings, while 
those of the latter did not. It followed that the 
value of woman made her a subject of barter. 
A. price was put upon her head, first by her par-
ents and afterward by her husband. This the 
purchases' was compelled to pay before enjoying 
the fruit of her labors or other rights of proprie-
torship. 

The ownership of a wife was further esteemed 
because each child she bore had a property value. 
Naturally polygamy was practiced: it multiplied 
gains. Gain has ever been at the root of man's 
nature; moreover, polygamy accorded with man's 
tastes and prior habits. It, however, pre-supposes  

an income, ownership of property, material pos-
sessions. In primitive conditions it is favored by 
women because it lightens their burdens by di-
viding the work among many. Women are not 
nice about practices of this kind during the ages 
in which they occur; their sensibilities are blunted 
by degrading bondage or have not yet budded; 
the married state is to them only a form of servi-
tude. But while they regard it with little or no 
sentiment, it is gratifying and profitable to the 
proprietor; it answers those appetites in him 
which are strongest among men—domination, 
sexualism and love of property. 

Polygamous practices are natural to barbarous 
peoples. They are founded largely upon dispro-
portion of sexes. The men are killed off in wars 
and predatory raids. As men become more civ-
ilized polygamy answers other conditions, appe-
tites and aims. Thus, possession of a great 
number of wives becomes an evidence of social 
importance, the same as the possession of prop-
erty in a commercial community. Polygamy is 
properly a prerogative of the rich and powerful, 
whether legally restricted to them or not. When 
it is sanctioned by religious beliefs and practices 
its hold becomes doubly tenacious; then the evo-
lution of man is no longer natural, but con-
strained. 

The prevalence of polygamy in countries where 
the sexes are evenly divided, or a predominance 
of men existed, has in many cases led to the in-
troduction of what are known as polyandrous 
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marriages, wherein one woman became the wife 
of many; generally a group of brothers. In sav-
age and barbarous communities the powerful ab-
sorb the female population. Wherever this is so, 
polyandrous marriages become the natural re-
course of the weak. In such cases the- property 
interests of the family are vested in the wife or 
principal husband, usually the elder brother. 
Where the wife possesses the property, her influ-
ence is greatly increased thereby. This fact is 
interesting and instructive, and it harmonizes 
with the conclusions of sociologists, namely, 
that women in semi-civilized countries (those we 
denominate barbarous), when allowed to inherit 
or otherwise acquire property, are esteemed and 
considerately treated. This evinces, if proof were 
needed, that the social distinction between men 
and women is based, largely, upon property inter-
ests, and that the degradation of women in past 
ages has been greatly, if not wholly, due to ab-
sence of proprietorship. If woman wishes to 
achieve emancipation, she must begin by becom-
ing financially independent; if she wishes to 
maintain her freedom regardless of man, she 
must become his equal in physical strength, as 
she already is in intelligence. 

In polyandrous countries and, indeed, in many 
semi-barbarous communities where the popula-
tion is crowded or food scarce, female infanticide 
is practiced in order to lessen the number of 
mouths to feed. It is common in China and 
other countries of the orient at this time. 

There are many forms of marriage besides 
these named practiced among primitive peoples: 
thus, marriages for a term; marriages for par-
ticular days in the week; experimental marriages 
which may be broken within a limited period or 
under certain circumstances without responsi-
bility attaching; and, finally, incestuous mar-
riages. In all, property reasons govern more or 
less; thus, the number of days in the week the 
woman acknowledges the obligations of wife de-
pends, it is probable, on the amount of property, 
the number of bullocks or goats her husband is 
able to give her parents. 

The manner of acquiring a wife or companion 
among savage and barbaric peoples is exceedingly 
varied. Among others, may be mentioned mar-
riage by capture, rape, abduction, personal com-
bat, war, purchase, and barter. This last takes 
on every possible form of exchange, including 
that of servitude. Jacob is said to have served 
fourteen years for Rachel. This instance illus-
trates the enormous property value of children 
that attached in primitive times. When wives 
are acquired by purchase or barter it is consid-
ered highly discreditable for a woman to become 
a wife in any other way; she is demeaned. Such 
is the iron law of custom, however absurd or cruel 
it may be apparently. 

As mankind emerges from savagery, the posi-
tion of woman takes on a more favorable 
aspect. Men are less brutal, less exacting. The 
warmth of progress is felt. The marriage state 

2 Vol I 
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approaches more nearly a union of mutual rights. 
Man begins to be asked to give reasons for what 
he does in his family. Woman, if exemplary, 
cannot be trafficked in or repudiated with former 
facility. Indeed, under certain circumstances she 
may leave her husband! The terrible prerogative 
of repudiation is mitigated. Divorces are even 
recognized. The character of the latter, however, 
depends upon the basis of union; if purely com-
mercial, separation is similarly treated. Where 
the wife is bought, possegsion is absolute and 
may only be relinquished by the husband—cer-
tainly not without return of purchase money. 
If the wife cost nothing, if the union is free, 
separation (save for adultery) may be equally -so. 

Freedom to marry at pleasure is a step in the 
evolution of mankind. While prized, it is at first 
treated with the wild license of children. Thus, 
a Bedouin has been known to have fifty wives in 
succession; a Roman to have had twenty-three, 
and then to have married a woman who had been 
divorced a like number of times. Another Roman 
matron had eight husbands in five years. In cor-
rupt or decaying societies the obligation to con-
tinency which attaches to marriage is always 
lightly regarded. In highly civilized countries 
property reasons and public opinion dignify mar-
riage. The bond is a necessary one, and its at-
tendant evils not worth considering compared 
with those of a contrary character. For many 
reasons mankind is more and more inclined to 
make marriage stable; to prevent its dissolution  

for frivolous reasons. It is, above all things, a 
disciplinary school; an aid in weaning men from 
gross sensualism; from the overpowering predis-
position of the monkey and anthropoid ape. 

In every age the condition of the wife fore-
shadows that of the widow. During the age of 
promiscuity widows were of course unknown. 
With the first establishment of the family, savage 
etiquette required that the wife should die on the 
tomb of her husband. This practice was a neces-
sary protection to the master; it made the wife a 
careful guardian of his life. Under ameliorated 
conditions custom was content with mutilation, 
fasting, isolation, immurement, and so on. The 
progress of time brought further relief. As prop-
erty, woman became too valuable to be killed or 
mutilated. She accordingly reverted, with other 
valuable belongings of the deceased, to his heirs. 
She went with the chattels. In rare cases she 
reverted to her parents to be resold. The levirate, 
so called, contemplated her marriage to her hus-
band's brother, thus preserving the property in 
the family, granting it due protection, and raising 
up an heir to the deceased. The ancients were 
ever exceedingly provident notwithstanding their 
barbarous habits. 

The steps leading to woman's enfranchisement 
have been progressive, but halting and partial. 
As a wife she has never been recognized as an 
equal partner, and as a widow her life has been 
that of a semi-dependent. At best she has only 
been a fractional sharer in the estate. 
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The right of women to marry whom they 
please is freely admitted only in highly liberal-
ized countries; practically only among christ-
ianized peoples. The teachings of Christ have 
idealized marriage, and, in so far as this is 
the ease, have helped to refine woman and 
repress the brutal in man. The former has not 
been slow to take advantage of the consid-
eration accorded her by changed conditions so 

that to-day she is able in many countries to 
look down upon her past degradation from a 
height far above those who were once her savage 
masters. 

In the evolution of man monogamy follows, 
naturally, polygamous practices. It is, however, 
in every case accepted with reluctance by men, 
and in order to mitigate its hardships legalized 
concubinage is associated with it as a salve. It 
is thus man progresses to superior heights—re-
luctantly, grudgingly, compromisingly. Where 
concubinage is practiced the lesser wife (the con-
cubine) can not inherit or possess property, but 
her children may. Concubinage represents an 
evolutionary period in the history of every peo-
ple, and during its prevalence it is not considered 
objectionable socially or otherwise. While the 
lesser wife is not the equal of others, she is not 
socially tabooed. Solomon is said to have had 
three hundred concubines, the last of the Incas 
three thousand.* 

*The principal wifo of tho Inca, as is well known, was his 
sinter. 

The practice of concubinage is widely distinct 
from that of prostitution. The prevalence of this 
latter custom in every age and country evinces 
woman's thrift and man's incontinence. It.is a 
species of barter on commercial venture—the 
putting of a property value on what civilized 
society agrees in designating as an objectionable 
traffic. It is not, however, thus considered by 
primitive peoples, but is prosecuted openly, with 
vigor and profit, according to the measure of 
capacity of those interested in its gains. Among 
the ancients prominent and influential men thus 
derived large revenues. The traffic was not con-
sidered more objectionable than the hiring of 
horses in our time, and it was legaliZed and taxed 
the same as other property interests. 

Monogamy, or restriction to one wife, is the 
result of social conditions superior to the inclin-
ations of individuals. It does not by any means 
imply the betterment of woman's position. That 
depends upon other things. It does not enfran-
chise her if attendant conditions are unfavorable. 
This is demonstrated by the practices of barbar-
ous people, where circumstances compel man to 
content himself with one wife. He treats her 
with the same brutality that he does where he 
has a plurality of wives. Woman's enfranchise-
ment is due to other causes. 

The growth of monogamy is ascribed variously 
to 'moral progress, the influence of women, the 
equilibrium of the sexes following a more stable 
condition of affairs, and, finally, to property con- 
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siderations, the latter including man's desire to 
acquire, to hoard and to transmit. Monogamy 
greatly simplifies the transmission of heritable 
property, and, in so far as this is so, satisfies 
one of the strongest cravings of mankind, 
namely, to found and perpetuate family names 
and interests. 

Among all primeval people unauthorized 
adultery is punished by the husband as an 
infringement of his property rights. It is looked 
upon as a theft, like the use of ground with-
out the payment of rental; a revolt at once 
concerted and conscious; an organized con-
spiracy within the family against the master. 
The punishment, as in all cases of theft, is 
death, special efforts being put forth to make 
it impressive. The purpose is two-fold,—to 
deter others and to satisfy a savage instinct. 
The forms of punishment indicate man's in-
herent ferocity. Thus, in primitive societies, 
adultery, when the husband is not a party 
to it, is punished by beheading, disembowel-
ing, burying alive, impaling, stoning to death, 
burning, cutting in pieces, hanging, drowning, 
being eaten by animals, mutilation, whipping, 
immurement, banishment, ravishing, confisca-
tion of property and rights, enslavement, or 
otherwise as ingenuity suggests. It frequently 
happens, however, that man is content to 
punish infringement of property rights of this 
nature by a simple fine. Strabo tells us of a 
Troglodyte chief who levied a fine of a sheep  

on all who committed adultery with his wives.* 
It is claimed by eminent sociologists that man's 

jealousy of his wife in our day had its origin when 
he had a property interest in her continency; 
moreover that woman's reserve or modesty is the 
outgrowth of ages of surveillance and cruel sub-
jection—a length of time compared with which 
the historical period is but as an hour. How oth-
erwise explain why women possess modesty and 
men do not Not only this, but they assert that 
constancy upon the part of the wife and absti-
nence before marriage, which we enjoin and agree 
in denominating virtue in women, is the out-
growth of the care man once expended in guarding 
his property interests. In exacting this abstinence 
man himself finally became more or less impreg-
nated with its spirit. Whatever truth there may 
be in these theories, man, with the organization 
of the family, more and more separated himself 
from the horde. His companions became his 

*Among the North American Indians adultery might be 
atoned by the payment of a fine. The fine was the same as for 
murder. These Indians, at the time of the -white man's advent, 
represented an interesting stage in the Evolution of Man. Po-
lygamy was more or leas general; slavery was common, the life 
of a slave not being esteemed more than that of a dog; to hill 
a slave was to illustrate the owner's prodigality with his prop-
erty; all captives became slaves; slaves were otherwise obtained 
by purchase, for debt, by kidnapping, and for wrongs com-
mitted. Money and property was, among many tribes, the basis 
of aristocracy; thus, the man who paid the most for his wife 
stood highest in the community; the man who acquired his 
wife without payment was a social outcast and his progeny 
hardly within the pale of legitimacy. 
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of the sexes. These relations were purely physi-
ological. Here, as elsewhere, the weaker yielded; 
man as well as woman. Relations were primor-
dial, those of primitive savages, of beings scarcely 
above brutes. Men being without language or 
moral sense were wholly governed by their de-
sires. Individual freedom was possible only to 
the strongest, to the chief of the horde. These 
chiefs succeeded each other as dominant animals 
succeed each other in herds of cattle or swine. 

From the first, however, the weak sought to 
make themselves independent of the chief, so far 
as their personal relations were concerned; they 
strove to possess and enjoy undisturbed. The 
domination of brute force was as intolerable 
then as now. Man's efforts were directed to the 
gratification of his natural instincts and, among 
other things, the establishment of his household 
on a stable basis. He sought to have the children 
of his wife recognized through him rather than 
through her, as was the case during the period of 
promiscuity. 

At what stage in the progress of mankind laws 
of consanguinity (affection upon the part of the 
parent for the child) were first evinced, there is 
no means of knowing. Were they instinctive 
in women, and, if so, at what period in the 
development of the child did they terminate? 
We can scarcely believe that interest in the 
child was more than momentary, because this 
is the case to-day amongst the most primitive 
people of whom we have knowledge; namely, the  

inhabitants of Borneo. Reasoning by analogy, 
men and women were not different primarily in 
this respect from other animals. 

During the period of promiscuity children took 
cognizance only of maternal relations—of the 
mother, of her mother, her grandmother, and 
their descendants. The mother's brother, usually 
the oldest, occupied the place which the father 
occupies in civilized communities. The reason is 
simple enough: the identity of the father was, at 
best, problematical. But even when assured, his 
love lacked in intensity that of the mother. Thus 
groups of consanguineous people were formed. 
These hordes were attracted toward each other 
by common ties traced through the mother. This 
was the first ethnic division of mankind—the or-
igin of the clan; the unit of the tribe; the nucleus 
of nations. It is because of consanguineous rela-
tionship that these primitive people very gener-
ally interdict marriages within the clan. Mates 
must be sought in associated organizations. In 
the progress of time when a group became too 
large it segregated — swarmed, like bees, so to 
speak. The property was divided and another 
clan formed. Thus the divisions went on until 
the bonds of relationship were lost or became a 
tradition only.* 

*If the reader asks how we know these things the answer is, 
through the practices of savage and barbarous peoples with 
which. 	we aro familiar. Very little is left to speculation. The 
processes of evolution among different people are the same in 
every age and quarter of the globe. Greater progress is made 
iu sonic cases than in others, but the successive steps from NY- 



In the savage state of man there was neither 
government nor order. The length of this period 
no one can estimate. It must, however, have been 
of enormous duration, since evolution under such 
circumstances is scarcely perceptible. Violence 
was the rule; force only was recognized. The 
leader of to-day was murdered to make a place 
for the aspirant of to-morrow. Rivalry was not 
tolerated, and association of interest was un-
known. 

Out of this chaotic state there emerged the 
communistic period. It was created to break the 
intolerable burden of brute force; of the bully 
who appropriated or murdered at pleasure. Un-
der it comparative safety existed. Something 

agery are identical. Natural instincts do not differ materially 
in different races. Our information of the habits of primitive 
people is copious and reliable; it is based on the observations 
of travelers and students covering many centuries. It is con-
firmed by the customs that have been handed down from past 
ages among civilized and semi-civilized people. Men, more-
over, never fully wean themselves of habits based on natural 
laws; these continue to reassert themselves forever. Observa-
tion, analogy, deduction and comparison, all confirm the uni-
versality of man and the conditions that characterize his 
growth. The testimony bearing on this subject is inexhaust-
ible. Every writer who has lived or traveled amoaig primitive 
peoples, or attentively observed those more advanced, has con-
tributed something to the subject. Among the more generally 
recognized aro : Romer, Ilerodotus, Thncydides, Xenophon, 
Polybins, Strabo, Diodorus, Plutarch, Pliny, authors of Archie-
°logical Documents, the Scriptures, the Sacred Books of India, 
the Koran, Marco Polo, Cook, Bruce, Clapperton, Wake, Turner, 
Bemusat, Blphinstone, Prescott, Darwin, Du Chaillu, Schwein-
furth, Bancroft, Spencer, Ch. Letourneau. A volume might be 
filled with the names of authorities. 

approaching order was inaugurated. It was, how-
ever, the order of savages. Solidarity was merci-
lessly enforced, for upon it rested the only hope 
of perpetuating the community and thereby es-
caping the domination of brute force that before 
existed. This association of interest not only 
served as a protection against the strong within 
the community, but as a bulwark against hostile 
tribes. In everything custom had the force of 
law; the rules that governed one governed all. 
The community ate and lived together. Its food, 
clothing, and hunting grounds were held in com-
mon and regulated by general rules. These rules, 
while unwritten, might not be transgressed. The 
peace and lives of the community, and avoidance 
of former subservient conditions, depended there-
on. A species of local government was thus 
instituted. But while community of interest 
afforded members personal protection within the 
precincts of the tribe, it extended no further. 
Warfare between rival organizations was unceas-
ing. It knew neither mercy nor distinction of 
age or sex; inen met only to destroy each other. 
Solidarity was a necessity of life. Isolation 
meant death or slavery. 

Wars and predatory raids among savages were 
ever favorite means of acquiring property, in-
cluding slaves. The fruits of these wars in 
communistic societies are divided. But even in 
this savage state that which men personally 
achieve in war they are allowed to personally 
enjoy. 
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In the primitive organization I am describing 
society was a unit. Men contributed in common 
to the general fund, not excepting the obligation 
to avenge wrongs committed upon individual 
members of the tribe by enemies or alien people. 
The communistic period was thus attended by 
more or less precise arrangements. They were, 
however, exceedingly rude. Their purpose was 
to escape the ferocious domination of individual 
men. Customs were based on the few funda-
mental wants of the community at the time it 
was founded; these could not be changed because 
too many interests conflicted. There was, conse-
quently, no progress. Private ownership of realty 
was unknown, but temporary rights were, how-
ever, in some instances, accorded persons who 
cleared a plot of ground. The institution of the 
common hunting ground was an incident of com-
munism. The creation and maintenance of this 
storehouse indicated a step from primitive condi-
tions. It was a quasi recognition of property 
rights. But the game that was caught was 
shared in common, according to such rules as the 
interests of the tribe prescribed. 

The soil, while it had no value, was owned by 
the community in common. Men might not pre-
empt nor buy as in our day. This was the true 
age of communism, an age of rude savagery. The 
so-called communism, which it is sought in a 
desultory way by idealists to engraft upon highly 
civilized societies, is a condition or stage of primi-
tive life through which all peoples must pass as  

they emerge from savagery. Communism then 
exists, not because savages, any more than enlight-
ened people, desire to share what they have in 
common with others, but because solidarity is 
necessary to protect individuals from the com-
mon enemy and otherwise preserve necessary 
sources of supply. There is, moreover, at that 
period nothing to divide or share in common ex-
cept the rude necessities of life. Men's wants 
are not above those of animals; there are no in-
dustries or arts, no luxuries, not even comforts. 
Property, except of a primitive nature, is un-
known; there are no mediums of exchange, no 
bartering. Men share the miseries of life; the 
common defense; the procurement of food, and, 
finally, its division from day to day among the 
naked and half-famished horde. But even at this 
period property which individuals have created 
is, as I have noticed, recognized as personal. 
The community of interest which exists is not 
premeditated or studied. It is simply a sequence 
in evolution; a probationary school; a period of 
quiescent waiting. 

So soon as a community learns to maintain 
order, to restrain the vicious and secure indi-
vidual safety to the weak, communism vanishes. 
The personality of man reasserts itself. Men are 
no longer content to live in common. Each indi-
vidual seeks to add to his belongings by personal 
effort, by self denial, by hoarding and, finally, by 
industrial and commercial ventures. Our civili-
zation is the result of collective efforts in this 
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direction. We owe to such aspirations all we 
have that is not purely animal, and, among other 
things, family relations. 

Love of property was early developed in man. 
It is his most distinguishing trait. The first 
storehouse was that of the Clan. But as man 
emerged from barbarism he craved greater free-
dom and privacy. These could only be found 
within an organization controlled by him. Thus 
the family suggested itself. Here he was supreme. 
Here, consequently, all his interests were hence-
forth focused. The creation of the family was 
due, it is thought, to property interests rather 
than to those of a' moral or platonic nature. 
Man's love of material things here as elsewhere 
subdued his savage instincts, heightened his moral 
sense and increased his understanding. 

The repressive communistic period was fol-
lowed by more beneficent forms of government. 
The community had found it possible to protect 
in a measure the individual without destroying 
his identity in the world. A chief was chosen 
whose office in time became hereditary. While 
his power was, in the main, forcibly maintained, 
it was based on superior attainments; among 
others, the art of governing. Thus scattered 
tribes were confederated and great monarchies 
formed. The process is still going on in savage 
countries. Early communistic habits, however, 
more or less permeate these barbaric organiza-
tions, but they only serve to hamper man's free-
dom and lessen his rights. The king is the state;  

he takes the place of the commune. He owns 
the soil and at will grants fiefs to his retainers 
and favorites. The chiefs of petty tribes make 
similar allotments to their satellites. The object 
in each case is the cementing of their power. 

Hand in hand with these progressive steps in 
the early history of the world, religionS asserted 
themselves. From the first their prerogatives 
were more or less clearly defined and their rights 
strictly enforced. But their purpose more and 
more took on an enlightened and humane form 
in harmony with surroundings. This was to be 
expected. Religion answers an essential part of 
man's being and has been found to keep pace 
with his evolution, his ever growing needs. With 
each progressive step he is better able to under-
stand it and its beneficent purposes. Tile church 
quickly became, through its organized priesthood, 
the second power in the state—oftentimes the 
first. Monarchs bowed to it in spiritual matters, 
frequently in worldly affairs, but whenever pos-
sible hastened to absorb its power and privileges 
in their own persons. 

Under the arbitrary and complex forms of gov-
ernment such as I have described, the commu-
nity, while not at all regarded, was still able, in 
a small way, to accumulate personal belongings. 
Industries.  grew up, commerce received more or 
less attention, treaties between neighboring peo-
ples were made. Mankind was encouraged to 
produce. It was thus the needs of the state, 
more especially of the ruler, were to be met. 

3 Vol. 11 
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Men were, however, widely scattered and their 
efforts such as might naturally be expected of 
semi-barbarians. Their habitations were rude 
and their food and belongings of the simplest 
kind. In everything they were the creatures of 
those above them. While they might, in a lim-
ited way, acquire personal property, they were 
denied ownership of the soil; only the usufruct 
belonged to them. Proprietorship vested in the 
king or chief. 

These forms of government were the natural 
reaction of man against Communism, the despot-
ism of the mass wherein progress was impossible. 
They were an outburst of individualism; a pro-
test against stagnation, against the mental and 
physical paralysis of mediocracy that character-
ized the commune; they denoted a period of re-
actionary rage such as men might feel at being 
harnessed to the dead. The new forms recog-
nized natural and necessary distinctions, the in-
herent differences in man's make-up. They were 
a protest against the shackles which had chained 
men of unequal capacity and temperament to 
each other. They were, however, neither just 
nor equitable. Conditions under them were 
far from favorable to the elevation of man. 
We look back upon this period with a shudder. 
Nevertheless, the new order afforded some slight 
latitude: the force of example, for instance, was 
something. What one accomplished, others 
might achieve. The instinct in man to better 
himself—an instinct which nothing can suppress  

—flamed up. So that, as time progressed, the 
arbitrary and tyrannical privileges of exclusive 
classes were little by little broken down until 
finally equal rights in all matters affecting prop-
erty were secured. Henceforth all was clear. 
Social differences continued, but men concerned 
themselves but little about these so long as their 
property rights were respected. They knew that 
social distinctions always, sooner or later, give 
way to property interests with the attendant 
advantages of the la tter. 

The barbaric kingdoms of antiquity had their 
counterpart among the monarchic chiefs of de-
tached tribes. Each exercised power with but 
little restraint. The age was one of violence, 
and men sought shelter where they might, as in 
a storm. What we know as the feudal period 
succeeded this; a period when class preyed upon 
class. While king and church disputed for prec-
edence the nobility respected neither, but ruled 
with an iron hand, robbing where they did not 
tax. Men were attached to the soil as serfs, or 
held their• belongings subject to the pleasure of 
the lord of the neighborhood. He protected 
them against outside aggression, and for this 
they were glad to merge their fortunes with his. 
It was their only recourse; isolation meant death 
or, at least, despoliation. The lord's castle thus 
became the common refuge in time of danger. 
The maintenance of its retinue of servants, its 
vast storehouses and armed forces fell upon the 
community. In cases of emergency every man 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































