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GHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RATLROAD
These Magnificent Dining and Restanrant Cars

ARE

RUN ON THE OVERLAND TRAINS OF THE ROCK ISLAND ROUTE
Between Chicago and Omaha, furnishing All the

Luxuries of the Season for 75 Cents per Meal.
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Passengers will Bear in Mind

that these are not the commonly called “ Hotel Cars,” used as kitchen, dining room
and bed room, with all the attendant bad odors combined, and in which only a favored

. few are served.

We recognize the fact, that the patrons of our line with small means, and those
ot occupying apartments in our Sleeping Cars, are entitled to an equal privilege of a
good meal.

| A COMMODIOUS SMOKING ROOM

is found in these Cars, in which the luxury of an Havana can be enjoyed.

A. KIMBALL,

Gen'l Pass. Agent. Gen'l Bupt.
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PREFACE.

1878-9,

With the world as the book of nature, God as the author, and the Bible as a
preface, the precedent for writing a preface is established ; and woe be to the Scribe who
ignores precedent and custom—he could not live on this planet,

At the present day the preface of a book is read by the public—if at all—in the
light of an apology, wherein the author is expected to explain: first, why he did not do
better; and, second, why he wrote at all.

First—We have spared neither time, pains, nor money to make this a perfect
book. Our statements are coneise, plain, unadorned, and, we believe, truthful in every
partieular. Yet, we would shudder at the charge of being absolu’ely perfect.

SecoNpD—We wrote this book for Money and Love. For MOXEY to help the poor.
For Love of the far western country—the land of the “ Golden Fleece.” For love of
its broad plains and lofty mountains, its free pure air, healthful climate, magnificent
scenery, unrivalled resources, and its unaffected, whole-souled people.

‘We have taken the traveler with us—in a chatty way—on the longest trip ever at-
tempted by any author in any guide book in the world, and have recorded a telegram of
the most important facts and items of information in a trip of 5,493 miles by rail, and
792 miles by steamer, aggregating 6,285 miles, besides over 1,000 miles by stage coach.
We have passed over the longest railroad line in the world, the broadest plains, the
loftiest mountains, the finest agricultural and grazing lands, and the most barren des-
erts; we have climbed from sunrise to eternal snow, only to glide down into perpetual
summer, and the orange groves and vineyards of the “ Land of the Angels.”

We have cro sed a level prairie 500 miles in width, then over the most rugged
mountains, with frightful chasms almost beneath us, 2,500 feet in depth; and through
100 miles of snow-sheds and tunnels. Again, we have stood beneath a dome rising
6.000 feet above our heads, and trees 400 feet in height, and 48 feet in diameter; have
strolled amid the redwoods, where they grow so thick that were they felled, the ground
would be covered to a depth of sixty feet. We have passed through the celebrated
Echo, Weber, Humboldt, and Solidad canyons; around “Care Horx" and the
“ Dead Sea,” down the Bitter and over the Green and Black waters, echoing near the
“ Devil’s Slide” and the great “ Sink ” of the Desert; descended into total darkness, with
jets of boiling sulphur on either hand, and finally through the Devin's GaTE, but
landing safely at the GOLDEN GATE.

The scenery on this route has been the most varied; we have been 9,339 feet above,
and 266 feet below sea-level; have taken our breakfast amid the eternal snow, and our

i

gupper in a land of perpetual summer, and have glided down from far above timber
line into a region of continuous bloom, where the luscious fruits ripen each day of the
The author first began his explorations of the Trans-Mississippi country in 1860, as
@ “Pilgrim,” and upon the completion of the Pacific railroadline, wrote the first
wﬂpnve guide of the roads—from actual observation—the “Great Trans-Continental
mh'oad‘ Guide” of 1869. Soon “Crofutt’s Tourist” followed, the publication of
was continued thereafter. The popularity of these books was so great that the
“1. aggregated 344,000 copies,
~ The present book describes more than three times the extent of country of any book
heretofore published, and is profusely illustrated by nearly 100 beautiful engravings,
‘most of which were photographed, designed, drawn, and engraved expressly for the
| author of this work.
AxNEX—A department in the back part of this book, originated by the author,
.': under which will be found a mass of condensed information, indirectly pertaining
| to the subject-matter of this work—and under which will be found full descriptions
| of all the large, double-page illustrations contained in this, our new book.
i From the first issue of our book, in 1869, imitators have been numerous; no less
i M twenty-flve ** Guide-books,” Tourists’ Hand-books,” and * Books of Travels Across
the Continent,” etc., etc., have been issued, most of which were compiled in the East—
mm their compl]ers traveling over one foot of the route or at least not spending
| more than a few days on the roasd—while we have spent the best part of every year
| since 1860 acquiring the information,—every item of which we are prepared to verify,
g To newspaper correspondents across the continent, otir books have proved a per-
petual “Godsend,” enabling them to minutely describe the wonders of the trip passed
| in the night, while sleeping soundly in a palace car, equally as well as though they
| were awake and in perpetual daylight. Now we do not mean to complain of these
| flighty journalists, as they are all “good fellows,” but we do expect the courtesies

GEO. A. CROFUTT.
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- Buxmrise—As the city of Halifax, in the
nce of Nova Scotin and Dominion
| of Canads, is the extreme Eastern termi-
| nus of the grand system of North Ameri.
' railways, which extend from its At-
' across the continent 3,646 miles

seem to be the most proper point in
East from which we ghould first start
Journey with the tourist or emi-
for the same destination.
Halifax, the morning sun, as it rises
its apparent coldwater bath in the
.ocean on the east, casts its golden
3 down upon the first rail-track that
By m.&mﬁnent, and from the moment the
| lightstrikes these iron bands of civilization
: progress, it seems fo follow them up,
by step, through populous cities, over
rivers, acrossbroad, treeless plains,
towering snow-capped mountains, on,
towards the tropical regions of the
. Every foot of the route, every ob-
of interest or being, is minutely in-
»d, while rolling over to its daily bath,
mighty Pacific Ocean of the West.
course is in the same general direction,
our time will be slower; as we shall
by the way, and shall, after noting
incipal routes east of the Missouri
y take the traveler with us over the
and Central Pacificrailroads ; thence

BCEAN TO OCEAN,
OVERLAND.

| FROM SUNRISE TO SUNSET AND PART THE WAY BACK.

over the Southern Pacific to Arizona, 2,634
miles.

We shall also take a run over the
“Republican Valley” branch of the
U. P. in Nebraska, glance at the Black
Hills, spin all over Colorado via the
Denver Pacific, the Colorado Central, the
Denver & Rio Grande; dive into the
mines, sip the waters of the famous Mani-
tou springs, and bathe in those of the cele.
brated Idaho; snatch a rose from the “Gar-
den of the Gods,” gaze up at the towering
Long's, Pike's, Veta and the Span-
igsh peaks, thunder through the mighty
canons of Clear Creek, and over the great
Sangre de Christo mountains, at an eleva-
tion of 9,839 feet, the second highest rail-
road point in the world.

We will rattle through “Echo Canyon”
and the “Devil's Gate” to the land of
Zion, and over the Utah Central, South-
ern, American Fork, Bingham Canyon,
Wasatch & Jordan Valley, and the Western
railroads,

We will glance at Utah Territory,
Salt Lake, the mines, the magnificent
scenery of the American Fork, then bound
away to the northward, over the Utah
Northern, and take a peep at the Great
Yellowstone National Park, the “Geysers,"”
waterfalls, ete,

‘We will stand on the spot where the “last
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spike” was driven, which united the East
and the West by iron bands, and over
where the “ten miles of track was laid
in one day;” we shall run along beside
Salt Lake—the great dead sea,—down
the Humboldt, and over the Eureka
& Palisade railroad to the Eureka and
White Pine country.

The “Palisades of the Humboldt,” as well
as the Lake and the great “sink” of the
Humboldt, will be visited, as also the great
Nevada Desert, and the hot, spurting sul-
phur springs of Nevada. Weshall visit the
greatest silver mining country in the
world, Virginia City, Gold Hill and Car-
son, via the Virginia & Truckee rail.
road; will take a trip over Lake Tahoe,
and fish in Donner; ascend the Sierras,
and roll through more than fifty miles of
snow sheds and tunnels, one continuing
for 28 miles. Then around “Cape Horn,”
and to the old mining towns of Grass Val.
ley and Nevada, overthe Nevada County
Narrow Gauge railroad, one of the finest
in the world. 'We will take a run all over
California, visit the “Big Trees,” Yo-Se-
mite Valley the *“Geysers,” “Redwood
Forests,” “Seal Rocks,” *“Quicksilver
Mines,” “Alabaster Cave,” Calestoga, and
the grape vineyards and wine cellers of So-
noma and Napa counties. We will visit
Mount Shasta and the Upper Sacramento
Valley; Coloma, where gold was first dis-
covered ; Mt. Diablo, the lofty peak of the
Contra-Costa Mountains; and Mt. Tamal-
pais, the huge sentinel of the Coast Range,
where we are at SuxsET, at the Golden
Gate. After taking a hasty glance of Ore-
gon and the Columbia River, we shall direct
our course south and eastward, towards
Sunrise, up the great Ban Joaquin Val-
ley, over the “Loop” of the “Tehachapie
Pass,” and out on to the great “ Mojave
Desert,” rolling down the infamous So-
ledad Canyon,—the “Robber's Roost,”—
and through the San Fernando Mountains,
out into the valley, and to the “city of the
angels,” Los Angeles,with its tropical fruits,
orange orchards, and eternal summer.

From Los Angeles, our route is to
Santa Monica, the Long Branch of the
Pacific, thence around to Wilmington
Harbor, on a visit to San Pedro’s wife,
the “Woman of the Period.” We will also
take a look at Santa Ana, Anahime, Ban
Gabriel, where the oldest Mission building
in the State is inruins; where orange trees

are over one hundred years old and loaded |

down with the golden fruit. We will have a
run through the great vineyards and fruit
orchards of this tropical region, inspect the
Mammoth cactus pads and the huge palm
trees. From this point, “Progress” turns
more to the Fastward. Wewill follow its
track and pass over the San Barnerdino
mountains, and descend into the “Great
Colorado Desert,” rolling down, down, to

the sea level, where one would suppose |

“Progress” would naturally stop, unless she
had a boat or a diving suit; but ne, our train
starts again downward; ye Gods! down,
down we go, under the sea level two hundred
and sizty-siz feet, where sulphur springs,
mud, geysers, salt, and many other kinds
of springs—both kot and cold—are very
numerous, forcibly reminding one of the
¢infernal regions;” but, as our modern
teachers have done away with that old
“bugaboo,” we suppose they would not
hesitate to visit with us this remarkable
and very interesting region, and also go
with us to Yuma, in Arizona, on the Colo-
rado River.

Let us see, we are living in a fast age:
the sun makes very good time, but “0Old
Sol” is aged, has run in the same old
groove for too many years to retain much
of the spirit of Progress. It is within
the memory of many, how Morse, with
his lightning, beat the old Iuminary, and
we are now “talking all around him.”
Steam on the rail is next in speed; “one
mile a minute” is not uncommon. The
trip from New York city to San Franeisco,
a distance of 8,206 miles, was commenced
June 1st, 1877, by Jarrett & Palmer, on a
special train, and the run made in 88 hours,
53 minutes, and 45 seconds, an average of

=

] :’f_:

an hour including stops. Sol
rp, or steam will also beathim

TuE Missovr River— We
attempt a minute description
~various and steamboat
east of the Missouri River. Each
its own peculiar attractions, a few
will be briefly noted hereafter.
from the Eastern Atlantic
conlemplating a trip to the Pa.
":. the trans-Missouri country

l¢ great Pacific railrond, can
ir cholee of five through “Trunk
four American and one Canadian,
their way by different routes, to
0 with the Union Pacific rail-
the east bank of the Missouri

, .‘ BIRD'S EYE VIEW OF THE PLAINS, FROM LOUP FORK RIVER.

River, midway between Council Bluffs
and Omaha,

These five lines are the New York Cen.
tral and Hudson River railroad, the
Erie railway line, the Pennsylvania
Central, the Baltimore & Ohio railroad,
and the Grand Trunk, of Canada.

The railroad connections by these lines
are almost innumerable, extending to al-
most every city, town, and village in
nearly every State and Territory in the
United States and Dominion of Canada;
the regular through trains of either line
make close and sure connections with the
Pacific road, while the fares are the same,
Sleeping cars are run on all through trains
—most luxuriant palaces. The charges
are extra, or ahout $3 per day—24 hours.
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Only first-class passengers can procure
berths in the sleeping cars.

HINTS BEFORE WE START.

1. Provide yourself with Crofutt’s New
Overland Tourist, and then be particular
to choose such routes as will enable you
to visit the cities, towns, and objects of
interest that you desire to see, without an-
noyance of needless expense.

2. Greenbacks are good everywhere, so
there is no longer any necessity of chang-
in g them for gold.

. Never purchase your tickets from a
stranger in the streef, but over the counter
of some responsible company. When
purchasing tickets, look well to the date,
and notice that each ticket is stamped at
the time you receive it. Then make a
memorandum on the blank in the ANNEX
No. 2, of your Guide Book, of the name of
the road issuing the ticket, destination of
ticket, form, number of ticket, consecutive
number, class and date. In case you lose
your ticket, make known the fact af once
at the office of the company, showing the
memorandum as above described, and steps
can be taken immediately to recover the
ticket, if lost or stolen, or to prevent its be-
ing used by any one else. By attention to
such slight and apparently unimportant
matters as these, travelers may recover
their loss and save themselves much in-
convenience.

4. Before starting out, provide yourself
with at least one-third more money than
your most liberal estimate would seem to
require, and do not lend to strangers or be
induced to play at their games, if you do,
you will surely be robbed.

5. Endeavor to be at the depot at least
fifteen minutes before the train leaves,
thereby avoiding a crowd and securing a
good seat,

6. You will need to show your ticket to
the baggageman when you ask him to
check your baggage; then see that it is
properly checkcﬁ, and make a memoran-
dum of the number of the check in the
blank of the An~Ex No. 3; this done, you
will need to give it no further attention un-
til you get to the place to which it is
checked.

7. Persons who accompany the con-
ductor through the cars, calling for bag-
gage to be delivered at the hotels or other
places, are generally reliable, but the pas-
senger, if in doubt, should inquire of the

the number of the ticket received from th |
agent in exchange for your check, to L
sure that they are the same. f

8. Do not grumble at everything ang
everybody or seek to attract attention; re|
member only boors and uneducated peq
ple are intrusive and boisterous. |

9. Remember this: “Please” ang
“Thanks” are towers of strength. Do ngy|
let the servants excel you in patience ang
politeness. All railroad employes are iy,
structed to be gentlemanly and obliging f
all times.

10. And finally—Do not judge of the
people you meet by their clothes, or think}
Y{m are going west to find fools; as a mil}

ionaire may be in greasy buckskin, a col.

lege graduate in rugs, and a genius wit}
little of either, whilé in the breast of eaci|
beats an honest heart. ]

O
For Rates of Fare, see ANNEX No. 4.

0

Routre 1.—From Harirax take the
Inter-Colonial and Grand Trunk railways
through the Province of New Brune
wick via Quebec, Montreal, Victori
Bridge, along the ghore of the Bt. Law.
rence River, Thousand Islands, and Ls
Chine Rapids, Toronto, Hamilton, Niagars
and Detroit, where connections are made
with routes 2 and 8. Another route is by
Maine Central via Portland,and ¢fen the
Grand Truuk, or, via Boston and the
Central Vermont and the Grand Trunk.

From BostoNx there are quite a num.
ber of lines. One, as above described, is
through Vermont and Canada; another is
by the Boston & Albany railroad to Al

bany, where connections are made with|
route 2; another is the new “Hoosac Tun-|

nel” route, through the mountain and tun-
nel of that name,—25081 feet in length,
double track ; cost £16,000,000—cut through
a mountain which rises.1,900 feet above the
track. This route is a very desirable one,
passes through the entire length of the
State of Massachusetts, and connects with

#.-H---__
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Bee Annex No. 18,
may also view the great Suspension Bridge

route 2, at Troy, New York. Another
line is wvia Springfield, or Shore Line, to
New York city; or, you can take part
“rail” and the steamships on Long Island
Sound, of which there are three first-class
lines, comprising some of the finest boats
in the world.

From NEw YORK city, passengers who
desire to visit N1AcARA—whose thundering
cataracts, in volume of waters, far surpass

conductor, and then be careful to compare

all other waterfalls in the known world—

over Niagara River, which, undoubtedly, is
one of ﬂlg_y ﬁnﬁ structures of its kin({ in

Country, The
e, Y can have choice of two

RQ}'_T{]‘G New York Central &
Ver line, passes up the glorious
old Hudson, the magnificent river ugpon the
of :vhu:h Fulton launched his “ex-

ment, ﬂile ﬁ;gt steamboat ever con-

: 8 road is built almost on the

tiver brink, upon the eastern bank, which

JEe———

HANGING ROCK, AMERICAN FORK R.R., UTAH.

slopes back in irregu-
lar terraces, presenting
from the car window
one of the finest, if’ not
the finest, panoramic
view in the world.
On the right are many
small cities, towns and
villages, with groves,
parks, gardens, orch-
ards, and alternate rich
fields, with here and
there, peeping out from
beneath the trees, the
magnificent country
villa of the nabob,
the substantial resi-
dence ot the wealthy
merchant, or the neat
and tasteful cottage of
the well-to-do farmer.
Then come the © Pali-
sades of the Hudson,”
and then again a rep-
etition of the beauties
above described, while
to the west of our train
rolls the river, with
numberless steamboats
tugs, barges, small
boats, and sailing ves-
sels of all kinds and
classes, while beyond,
on the west bank, is
spread out a succession
of scenery not much
unlike that seen on
the eastern side. This
line passes through
Central New York, the
“Garden Spot of the
State,” via Albany,—
the Capital of the
State, — Troy, Utica,
Rochester, to Suspen-
slon Bridge, Niagara,
and Buffalo.

The direct western connections of this
route are at Suspension Bridge, with the
Great Western and Michigan Central
and at Buffalo with the Canada Southern
and the Lake Shore & Michigan South-
ern, via Dunkirk and Cleveland.

Roure 3.—The Erie railway line trav-
erses the southern portion of the State of
New York, via Binghampton, Corning,
and Buffalo. The track of the Erie is
the broad gauge; the cars are very wide
and commodious. This route affords the
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traveler a view, while crossing and re-
crossing the Delaware, of scenery and en-
gineering skill, at once grand, majestic,
and wonderful. The direct western con-
nection of the Erie is the Lake Shore
& Michigan Southern, at Dunkirk and
Buffalo; and the Canada Southern, at
Buffalo—with the Great Western and
Michigan Central, at Suspension Bridge;
and the Atlantic & Great Western, at
Corry, Penn.

Roure 4.—The Pennsylvania Central
line receives passengers in New York
and PHILADELPHIA, and conveys them the
entire length of the State of Pennsylvania,
via Harrisburg—the capital of the State,
—to Pittsburgh, the most extensive iron
manufacturing cityin the UnitedStates, The
landscape on this line, and especially while
passing along the Susquehanna River, and
thecharming “Blue Junietta,” and over the
Alleghanies, presents scenery most grand
while the fearful chasms and wonderful
engineering skill displayed at the “Great
Horse-shoe Bend.” and al other points, are
second only to that displayed at “Cape
Horn” on the Sierra Nevada mountains.
At Pittsburgh. the Central connects with
the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago,
—one of the best roads in this country—
and also with lines, via Columbus and In-
dianapolis, and St. Louis, or Cincinnati,
Indianapolis and 8t. Louis.

Routk 5.—Is via the cities of Philadel-
hia and BAuTiMORE, by  the Baltimore &
hio. By this line, passengers are afforded

an opportunity of visiting the capitol at
Washington, and thence, via Pf r's
Ferry, “over the mountains” to Wheeling.
It is said by some travelers that the
scenery by this line is unsurpassed by any
on the continent. The western connec-
}izﬁgﬂ are at Chicago, Cincinnati, and St.

From CryciNyari passengers can have
choice of geveral tclass competing
lines, via either Chicago or St. Louis, or
via the Burlington route—direct, via Bur-
lington, Iowa, where connection is made
with the Burlington & Missouri, for Coun-
cil Bluffs.

From Srt. Louis pussengers can take
either the North Missouri, or the Mis-
souri Pacific, via Kansas City, and the
Kansas City, 8t. Joseph & Council Bluffs,
via 8t. Joseph, Mo., or the St Louis &
Northern, and arrive at Council Bluffs,

From Curicaco there are three first
class roads, The Chicago & Northwest-

——

ern was the first road built to the Missouy
River, where the first train arrived Januar,
17th, 1867. A sleeping and magnificen
hotel car accompanies each through pas.
senger train, and meals are served, J,
carte, and are very excellent, The rous,
is via Clinton and Cedar Rapids. The
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific ronte is
via k Island, Davenport and Deg
Moines. This line is also fitted up in
the best manner, with sleeping and din.
ing cars; and, last, but by no means
least, is the Burlington Route, by the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the
Burlington & Missouri, via Galesburg,
and Burli Here too will be found
sleeping and dining cars,

‘We have enumerated above, the Erlnci pal
lines centering at the TRANSFER GROUNDs,

All trains from the East and South stop
a few moments at Council Blufls before
proceeding to the Transter Grounds, two
miles ﬁ:m.Eer west, Let us take a look u

Council Blaffs—This city is in the
western portion of the State of Iowa, about
three miles from the Missouri River, at the
foot of the bluffs. It is the county seat of
Pottawattomie county, and contains a pop-
ulation of about 14.({'0. It is four miles |
distant from Omaha, Nebraska, with which |
city it is connected by steam and horse |
railroads. The explorers, Lewis and Clark,
held council with the Indians here in 1804,
and named it Council Bluffs. It is one of
the oldest towns in Western lowa, As early
as 1846, it was known as a Mormon settle-
ment, by the name of Kanesville, which it
retained until 1853, when the legislature

anted a charter designating the place as

e City of Council Blufls,

The surrounding country is rich in the
chief wealth of the nation—agriculture.

Council Blufls includes within her cor-
porate limits 24 square miles. The buildings
are good ; the town presents a neat, lasty,
and, withal, a lively apYeunmoe; street-cars |
traverse the principal streets; churches
and schools are nuserous, The Btate In-
stitute for the Deaf and Dumb is located
near the city, to the southeast. The Ogden,
is the principal hotel, and the Daily Non-
pareil, and the Daily Globe, are the prio- |
cipal newspapers.

By a decision of the United States Su-
preme Court, the eastern bank of the Mis-
souri River is the terminus of the Union
Pacific railroad. The terminus is now |

e

|

the men of
Wwill be found no name more dis-
‘with the spirit of the age, than
Mr. g
Pacific

: count{,
of , 1812, at which place
was a welltodo farmer, he

contract on the Boston & Provi-

40, from which time his con-

SIDNEY DILLON,

in America

ve or more thoroughly

Dillon, President of
. Born in North-
New York,

ven almost wholly to the
5 the internal impm{rements
& mere lad, he com-
life as an errand boy,
& Hudson railroad—
built in his native
g from Albany to Schenec-
ANNEX No. 7.) He next
service of the Rensselaer
hen we hear of him as over-

other roads. In 1838, he
contract, and completed it with

these was “Clay Hill,” two miles from
West Troy, on the Troy & Schenectady
railroad. = Mr. Dillon next built twenty-
six miles of the Hartford & Springfield,
six miles of the Cheshier, and ten miles on
the Vermont & Massachusetts, Besides
the above, he has been e::Fa ed in the con-
struction of the Rutlan g Burli)n{glun;
Central, of New Jersey; the orris
canal; the Boston & New York Central;
the Philadelphia & Erie; the Erie &
Cleveland; the Morris & Essex; the
Boston, Hartford & Erie; the Towa; the
New Orleans, Mobile & Chattanoo
the Canada Southern; the Union
cific, and mau{l others. The last great
work upon which Mr, Dillon has been en-
is the “Fourth Avenue improve-
ment,” New York. The contract involves
$7,000,000, and is a work of great mag-
nitude. Suffice it to say, that he has been
engaged in over forty of the Jeading public
works of America, and that the contracts
with which he has been engaged have
smounted to over $§100,000,000. The
career of Mr. Dillon teaches the lesson,

very numerous. Among

that, at the hands of & man thoroughly

known as the Transfer Grounds. Ak
-
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conversant with his business, persevgerinf,
energetic, faithful to trust, upright in his
relations with his fellow-men, success is sure,

In n, Mr. Dillon is tall, exceedingly
well built, and combines suavity of man-
ner with t promptness of decision in
act on. He was married in 1841, and has
two daughters. His residence is in the
city of New York.

Union Pacific Railroad.

Official Headquarters, Railroad Building,
Oum.tmi ch,, and 44 Equitable
Building, Boston, Mass.

SINEY ye oo President,

ELisHA ATEINS,.....Vice-President.

E. H. NB,..... See. and

8. H. H. CLARK,....Gen'l Sup’

J. T. CLAEK,.......Asst. Gen

J. W. GaxNNETT,. ... Audilor,

N, BHELTON,....o0s Cashier,....o..cov0uae

T. B. SicELES, .....Chief Engineer,...... *
Leavirr Burxaax . Land Commissioner, *

| d.Jd. DicgEY,.......Sup’t Telegraph,.... *

E. P. VNG, .....Gen’'l Frel,
Taos., L. KmMBaLL, (7, P. &
F. ENOWLAND, Agent,
287 Broanpway, NEw YoRxg.
W. C. Tuoxrsox, Gen'l Agent for New England,
Boston, ﬂ&na.

Though but little faith was atfirst felt in
the successtul completion of this great
railway, no one, at the present day, can
fail to appreciate the enterprise which
characterized the progress and final com-
pletion of this road, its immense value to
the Government, our own people, and the
world at large.

B{ the act of 1862, the time for the com-
pletion of the road was specified. The ut-
most limit was July 1, 1576.

The first contract for construction was
made in August, 1863, but various con-
tﬂi ti.ﬁ:l.tziresmmclonnm:;m:l with the l(:lca-

on e line dela, ts progress, and it
was not until the 5{:15” of November,
1865, that the ceremony of breakin und
was enacted at a point on the uri
River, near Omaha, Neb,

The enthusiast, Mr. Train, in his speech

| on the occasion of breaking ground, said

the road would be completed in five years,
Old Fogy could not yetunderstand Youn

America, and, as usual, he was ridiculeﬁ
for the remark, classed as a dreamer and
visionary enthusiast ; the greater portion of
the people believing that the limited time
would find the road unfinished. But it
was completed in three years, siz months,

and ten days.

- {the country

I Most Americans are familiar with
| history of the road, yet but few are awyy,
of the vast amount of labor performeq j,
obtaining the material with which to cop.
struct the first portion. There was y
railroad nearer Omaha than 150 m les eag,
ward, and over this space all the materiy
purchased in the Eastern cities had to
transported by freightteams at ruinoy
prices. The luborers were, in most casg.
transported to the railroad by the sam
route and means. Even the engine, of 7
horse power, which drives the machinery
at the company’s works at Omaha, wa
conveyed in wagons from Des Moin

Iowa, that being the only available means |
of trans on at the time.

For five hundred miles west of Omahy
was bare of lumber save g
limited supply of cottonwood on the islinds
in und along the Platte River, wholly unfj
for railroad purposes. East of the river,
the same aspect was presented, so that the
company were compelled to purchase ties
cut in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and New
York, which cost, delivered at Omaha
$2.50 per tie. .

Omaha, at that time, 1863, contained less
than 8,000 population, mostly a trading peo.
ple, and the railroad company were con-
pelled to create, as it were, almost every
thing. Shops must be built, forges erected, |
all the machinery for s work
must be placed in position, before much
;‘)‘rogrcss could be made with the work.

his was accomplished as speedily as cir-
cumstances would permit, and by January,
1866, 40 miles of road had been constructed,
which increased to 265 miles durinr the
year; and in 1867, 285 miles more were
added, making a total of 550 miles on
January 1, 1868. From that time forward
the work was prosecuted with greatly in-
creased energy, and on May 10, 1869, the |
road met the Central Pacific railroad al |
Promontory Point, Utah Territory—he -
last 534 miles having been built in alittle
more than fifteen months; being a0
average of nearly one and onefifth milé
per day. :

By ayrra.ngements with the Central P
cific Railroad Company, the Union if |
1870 relinquished to the Central 46 miles
of road,and again in 1875, another strip 0
6 miles, leaving the entire length of the
Union, 1,082 miles, and its junction with
the Central at Ogden, Utah. t

e Jregi—

For 8xow DrrricuLTiEs,see AxNEx No.1%
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i CASTELLATED ROCKS, GR as RIVER, WYOMING, (See Annex No. 16.) 2)




