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HE first Chicago World’s Fair—"“The World’s Columbian
Exposition”—held in 1893 was a fitting climax to the series
of more or less impressive World’s Fairs which had pre-
ceded it in various cities of the old and new world.

For 40 years The Columbian Exposition has remained
unequalled for sheer loveliness of architectural expression
and for the scope and variety of its exhibits of material
and artistic progress assembled from all parts of the world.

As the 1893 Fair may be said to have marked the close of the period
extending from the dim beginnings of the race to the final conquest by
man of his material environment—so the 1933 Fair while portraying
A CENTURY OF PROGRESS, marvelous progress though it was, will
in time prove to have been but a prophetic glimpse of man’s even greater
future conquests in the realm of scientific achievement as applied to
his intellectual and spiritual as well as physical well-being.

No such exposition has ever been possible before, none has ever been
attempted, and it is fitting that it should be held in Chicago, the only
city in the world which may be said to have dramatized the history of
the human race within its own confines during the short space of 100
years—truly, ““A Century of Progress’ for Chicago.

Curiously enough the inception, rise and development of America’s
great railroad system coincides almost exactly with the same 100 years
and thus its history typifies and illustrates the same “Century of Progress™
in the field of railroad transportation.

The railroads of America have ever been pioneers in adopting every
latest device to improve their service and today stand preeminent in the
field of transportation for security, convenience, comfort, luxury and
speed. And this is equally true whether one travels by coach or Pullman.

. And now the railroads offer to the

public unusually low

round-lrip fares lo Chicago from all parts of the country
in order that all may come and see the marvels of this

speclacular climax of a cenlury

of scienlific progress.
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E R T U R E-—The curtain rises on one

of the most enthralling dramas ever produced by
man.

It is a masterful, colorful panoramic creation,
painted with sure, broad strokes. It is an activated
presentation of human achievement during the past
century, together with glimpses of the future, both
near and distant.

It is a scene of life, with its constant striving for
comfort, convenience and happiness; a vivid and
dynamic visualization of man’s endeavor in all its
countless aspects; a drama depicting the power of
the human mind to conquer the elements—nature’s
forces—and to harness them for the benefit of
mankind.

Just as Chicago took root and grew to imposing
size and beauty, near the river’s mouth, so, too, on
the nearby lake shore and island there have sprung
up giants of architectural beauty, unfamiliar in
form, unique in conception, arrangement and deco-
ration. These massive structures typify the very es-

Mirrored in the Lagoon are
@ (he tower and the majestic
court of the Hall of Science.

sence and purpose of A CENTURY OF PROGRESS
EXPOSITION—the World’s Fair of 1933. New
ideas, new ideals, new discoveries, new applications,
new methods of exhibiting, new uses of coloring
and illumination; every mass and every detail ex-
emplifies progress.

In contrast with the majestic buildings—the
major units of the Exposition—there nestle among
them the smaller but no less important contribu-
tions of other civilizations, dwellings and commu-
nities of foreign peoples and of aborigines; temples
of the Orient; modern housing exhibitions; amuse-
ment places of thrills, pastimes, music, talkies,
dancing, the drama, a fairyland for children—and
so on ad infinitum.

The setting of A CENTURY OF PROGRESS is
ideal. What could be more so: the shore of a great
lake, fronting the business, hotel and theater area
of a metropolis which is the hub of the Middle West
and center of all its activities; its maze of railroads
stretching to the four corners of the land.
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