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BUILDING THE 
PACIFIC 

RAILWAY THE CONSTRUCTION-STORY OF AMERICA'S FIRST IRON 
THOROUGHFARE 	BETWEEN THE MISSOURI RIVER AND 
CALIFORNIA, FROM THE INCEPTION OF TES GREAT IDEA TO 
THE DAT. MAY IO, I869, WHEN THE UNION PACIFIC ANTI 
THE CENTRAL PACIFIC JOINED TRACKS AT PROMONTORY 
POINT, UTAH. TO FORM THE NATIONS TRANSCONTINENTAL 
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WITH 22 ILLUSTRATIONS AND A MAP 

What was it the engines said 
Pilots touching—head to head. 
Facing on the single track. 
Half a world behind each back ? 

—BRET HARTS. 
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FOREWORD 
FIFTY years have passed since most of the events 

noted within this volume were new. On May Jo, 1869, 
at Promontory Point, fifty-six miles northwest of 
Ogden, Utah, the last rails were laid and the last spike 
was driven, completing the Pacific Railway for quick 
traffic between the East and the West. 

Two distinct books might be written upon the con-
struction of the Union Pacific Railroad from the Mis-
souri River, and of the Central Pacific Railroad from 
the Sacramento River—those iron trails that lengthened 
westward and eastward until they crossed the vacant 
space of 1770 miles and joined in the Utah desert. 

The one book should focus upon the actual building 
operations in the great open of plains, mountains and 
deserts; the other, upon the financial operations by the 
Credit Mobilier of the Union Pacific, and by Crocker & 
Co. and the Finance Company of the Central Pacific. 

The pages which here follow aim at providing the 
first-mentioned story. They are devoted mainly to the 
stress, the sweat, the toil by mind and body in order 
to achieve the physical problems. Deeds and romance 
a-plenty may be found, without resort to those disputed 
details that once made great names common property 
and are now relatively unimportant. That past is dead ; 
an undying path brightens in the swath of Time. 

The writer of the present book wishes to tell only 
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FOREWORD 

how the Pacific Railway, the wonder of its age and of 
any age, came into being; how Lincoln, Judah, Hunt-
ington, Stanford, Crocker, the Ameses, Durant, 
Dillon, Dodge, General Sherman, the two doughty 
Casements, the surveyors, the train crews, the laborers 
—Americans, Irishmen, Chinamen, Mormon settlers—
all generously backed it, a young giant, in its relay race 
through half a continent, to the goal attained within 
six years instead of the allotted fourteen. 

The performance was typically American—the 
eighth wonder of the world, and unsurpassed to this 
day. Heroes attended upon the march of the rails. 
Some died in line of duty; as far as the writer knows, 
every department official, save one, of construction 
times, is dead. The Ames monument, so long lonely 
and near forgotten upon the Sherman Summit of the 
Wyoming Black Hills, and the neglected pedestal of tri-
umph at distant Promontory, are punctuations in pages 
of historic endeavor by a host named and unnamed. 

The work itself, however, is not all forgotten. It 
was completed at the close of one great war, and was 
commemorated at the close of another. On May to, 
1919, there gathered at Ogden of Utah a remarkable 
concourse, representing the breadth and growth of the 
United States, who celebrated the semi-centennial of 
the driving of the Golden Spike. More remarkable, a 
thousand names were enrolled of men and women who, 
some of them as children, assisted in laying those rails 
that " banded the continent and wedded the oceans." 
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BUILDING THE PACIFIC 
RAILWAY 
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•  THE START 

THAT monument to American energy—the union 
of the East and of the Farthest West by a single iron 
highway almost tfloo miles long—was thirty years in 
the planning although only six years in the erecting. 
With those six, and especially with the last three, when, 
in hot rivalry, twain companies, facing opposite and 
pitting blood against blood, forged into their strides of 
two, five, seven, ten miles in a day, this narrative has 
chiefly to do. 

Over I too miles of double rails laid by hand in 
thirteen months, by two companies racing to meet : 
such is the record.' 

The Pacific Railway was nurtured through its in-
fancy upon visions that seem fantastic to us now, yet 
were no more so than the prophecy of the new power as 

This closely approaches an average of three miles of track a 
day, in desert and mountain country. As a comparison, it may be 
noted that the American army engineers in France, in lot% 
achieved the mark of 130 miles of track in Too days—being about 
one and one-third miles in a day. The Pacific Railway builders 
had no assistance from steam shovels, steam derricks, and the 
lice. The first transcontinental was a "hand-made" road. 
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