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PREFACE.

HIS book, which is partly historical and partly personal, is writ-
T ten from the standpoint of frank egotism. It isfarmore easy
to tell what the writer thought, felt and did, in the first person, than
to resort to tedious circumlocution. As a large part of the interest
of such a narrative must consist in describing the sensations experi-
enced in passing through such appalling dangers and tremendous
vicissitudes of fortune, it is clear that in a work of plain fact the
writer cannot avoid making himself more prominent than his com-
rades. His own emotions and the incidents in which he partici-
pated will be indelibly engraven in his ‘memory, while impressions
received at second hand grow dim with the passage of years. It
also happened that, in most cases where selection was practicable,
the writer was made the spokesman of the whole party, and was
thus brought into more frequent contact with both friend and foe.
Many instances of this will be noticed all through the story.

Great care has been taken in the citation of authorities. The
writer has not hesitated to claim for his own notes and memories
the full weight to which they are entitled, and has carefully indi-
cated the sources from which he has drawn all other facts. In no
portion of war history of equal magnitude is there more abundant
material preserved both on the Federal and the Confederate sides.
This is indicated by the accompanying list of authorities; and

authority for separate incidents is adduced either in notes or at the



Preface.

beginning of chapters. With great care in sifting testimony and
constant references to original documents, the writer hopes not only
to give the exact and literal truth, but to carry the conviction of
the judicious reader with him on every page. Whenever conjec-
tures or statements of probabilities are hazarded to bridge any
chasm in the narrative, they will be offered for what they are, and

always clearly separated from known facts.

WM. PITTENGER,
Haddonfield, N. J., October, 1887,
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A PARTIAL LIST OF AUTHORITIES REFERRED TO IN
“DARING AND SUFFERING.”

1. THE OFFICIAL WAR RECORDS.—These are now in course of publication
by the Government at Washington. They comprise four series, each containing a number
of large volumes. In several of these there are notices of the Railroad Raid, but the
principal account is found in Series I., Vol. X., Part 1, extending from page 630 to 639.

2. REPORT OF WOOD AND WILSON IN 1862.—This was made to the Sec-
retary of War, on Nov. 12th, 1862, when the two arrived, as escaping prisoners, at Key
West, Fla. A fuller account by the same persons was published in the Key West, Fla.,
New Era, three days later.

3. SWORN TESTIMONY OF SURVIVORS.—The testimony of five of the sur-
vivors, Buffum, Bensinger, Parrott, Reddick and Pittenger was taken under oath at Wash-
ington, and phonographically reported, by order of Secretary Stanton. It is still pre-
served in the Archives at Washington.

4. THE FIRST EDITION OF ‘“DARING AND SUFFERING."—This was
begun a short time after the return home of the writer, and was founded mainly on personal
recollections, aided by a few shorthand notes. Several survivors also contributed personal
sketches and incidents to the book. It was published in Philadelphia, by J. W. Daughaday,
in October, 1863. In this hook the narrative assumed its usual form.

5. UNPUBLISHED LETTERS AND PAPERS OF GEN. O. M, MIT-
CHEL.—These, as well as an unpublished biography by himself, were generously placed
at my disposal by his son, F. A. Mitchel, Esq. (A biography of Gen. Mitchel, **As-
tronomer and General,” embracing most of these papers, by his son, is now [1337] pass-
ing through the press of Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston.)

6. THE ADVENTURES OF ALF. WILSON, ONE OF THE MITCHEL
RAIDERS, by J. A. Wilson.—Published in Toledo, Ohio. This is especially valuable
as giving the marvelous adventures of the writer in escaping from prisons.

7. CAPTURING A LOCOMOTIVE, by Wm. Pittenger.—Published by J. B.
Lippincott, 1881.

8. CONDUCTOR WILLIAM A. FULLER.—Accounts published by this gen-
tleman, in 7%e Sunny South and other papers, and still more important personal com-
munications made to the writer, for which due credit is given in the appropriate places.

9. WAR FILES OF SOUTHERN NEWSPAPERS, especially of the Atlanta,
Ga., Southern Confederacy.

10. ““AN EPISODE OF THE WAR."—This is an account of some of the most
important events of this history to which he was an eye-witness, by Rev. W. J. Scott,
.and is published in a volume of essays, with a strong pro-siavery bias, entitled, ** From
Lincoln to Cleveland,” Atlanta, Ga., 1886.

11. THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS OF THE ORIGINAL EXPEDITION
have each furnished me with important manuscripts as well as verbal communications:
D. A. Dorsey, Kearney, Nebraska; J. R. Porter, McComb, Wood Co., Ohio ; William
Bensinger, McComb, Wood Co., Ohlo William Knight, Stryker, Williams Co., Ohio ;
Jacob Parrott, Kenton‘ Hardin Co Ohlo W. W. Brown, Dowling, Wood Co., Ohio;
William Reddick, Newport, Louisa Co Towa.

12, FRANK HAWKINS, Treasury Department, Columbus, Ohio, and Captain
Jas. F. Sarratt, of Steubenville, have furnished many written details of the first expedition.

13. MR. ANTHONY MURPHY, Foreman of Repair Shops of the Western and
Atlantic Railroad. A very valuable written communication, descriptive of the chase on
the railroad was prepared for me by this gentleman.
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